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Region 8 Clubs & Associations

Boeing Employees Soaring Club
Sealtle, WA

Jay Todd 253-847-0377
www.boeingsecaring.com

Cascade Soaring

Wenaichee, WA

Amie Clarke 509-884-2494
wenw.nwintermel.com/-blanikam/css

Columbia Basin Soaring Assoc.
Ti-Cities WA

Tom Seim 509-627-5532
www.tefn.orgichsa

Evergreen Soaring

Arlington, WA

Hotline 425-238-6617

Harold Broomell 206-772-2112
www.evergreensoarng.org

High Desert Soaring
Bend, OR
John Bentley 541-330-3805

Puget Sound Searing Assoc,
Enumclaw, WA

Operations 208-660-0019
Stefan Perrin 253-927-9183
www.pugetsoundsoaring.org

Sllverstar Soaring Association
Kelowna, BC

Hans Kruiswyk 250-763-1788
www.members.home.net/spar

Spokane Soaring Society
Spokane, WA

Dale Walker 509-466-0206
www.spoKanesoarnng.org

Vancouver Soaring Association
Vancouver, BC

James Swank 604-590-6954
Clubhouse Voicemail: 604-869-7211
WahW.YSa.ca

Willamette Valley Soaring Club
Fortland, OR

Information 503-647-0313
WWW.WVSC.0rg

Commercial Operations

Blanik America, Inc.
Wenafchee, WA
Vitek Siroky 500-884-8305

Skysigns

Arlington, WA

Glider Rides

John Carson 425-868-1282

Cascade Soarlng McMinnville, OR
Joe Deem 503-472-8805

Towplane ! ewiston, ID
Dave Dorion 509-243-9919
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Interview yourself!

I hope you enjoy this edition of Towline. Look for more interviews
with our soaring community in future publications. We also have
pilots flying at many different locations besides Ephrata. 1t would
be great to have first hand reporte from Ely, Farowan, Austin,
Montague and other places that should be experienced. And to
those honored members who do not call Ephrata home, but are
SCC members because you flew here, we want to hear about your
hote figlds. It might encourage some of us to do the neighborly
thing and drop by for a visit with gliders in tow. We look forward to
seging you at the field!

Happy Landings,
Jirt Dobberfuhl
Editor

A Note from the Layout Editors

Time cortinues to be in short supply In my life, so here | am, again
apologizing for not getting this organ out on a reqular schedule.
This situation will be continuing for the foreseeable future, but
trust | will make every effort to compile Towline for the Membership
as promptly as possible. Thanks for your patiencel

Max Rarst




70 YEARS AGOIN...

This is the first of several articles reflecting on events of 50
years agoe in the 5GC, as recorded in the Towiine newsletter.
No matier how much things have changed in the world and
in 5GC, many things are just the same!

tn January 1956, the 5GC was five years old, and
Pete Bowers was the incoming Chairman. For an
annual fee of $3, the membership got a one-stop
soaring service- the SGC administered both the Ar-
lington operaticn and the Fancher Field site on the
ridge above Wenatchee. The 5GC didn’t own any tow
planes in those days; they appeared to be privately
owned/operated, with an 8s-hp J-3 Cub most com-
monly mentioned. Another impartant duty of the
SGC was guiding Air Scout Squadron A-2z99 and hold-
ing fn trust its TG-2 training glider. In early 56, the
Alr Scouts completed the winter maintenance under
member supervision and the TG-2 was ready for the
*nine new boys to train.”

In the early months of ‘56, the Board was busy
planning the second "Pacific Northwest International
Contest” for the week surrounding the 4th of July,
with an entry fee of 310 per ship. A new feature of
the planned contest was that there would now be
a technical basis to separate the two performance
classes, "not just the pilot's opinion.” Discussions
were begun to bid for the 1957 MNational Champion-
ships — though concern was raised that it would draw
encugh contestants due to the travel distance.

5GC trophies and records were a subject of heated
discussion due to the varying definitions of “alti-
tude”. It was agreed that from 1956 on, a barograph
would ke required for all claims, and that the FAI
definitions would be adopted to standardize.

we had a celebrity member in 1956: Mira Slovak
passed his US Commercial Glider checkride in Febru-
ary, flying an L-K at Arlington. He is remembered
as a famous Communist Czech air hero who later
defected at the controls of an airliner full of passen-
gers. He became Bill Boeing's personal pilot and later
an Unlimited Hydro racer.

Then as now, the 56 5GC board had to dig deep to
come up with fresh material for member meeting
programs. The February 56 program was a demon-
stration of skin diving equipment and a showing of
reels of spear fishing films. "Everyone seemed to en-
Jovy a discussion of another sport that requires a par-
ticipant to be a real hardy type.” Meetings in those
days were held at the UW Student Union at 8pm
“....and if we start promptly, there will be plenty of
time to get together afterwards in the restaurant
down stairs for coffee and donuts.” Just like in 2006:
the real high point of $GC member meetings is the
chatter afterwards.

wWatch for future so-years-ago articles ..... what
sailplanes were the members flying? What was being
horse-traded in the Classified Ads ? and whatever
became of the wonderful "Wives Corner” column ?

Another First Landout
by Marty Gibbins
July 2, 2006 Ephrata, Washington

| am happy to report that | completed wy first cross-country
flight in N77425 on July 2. | tock off from EPH at about 2:30 pm,
and with good lift and a tail wind [ put that airpert behind me
and looked toward che fields, lakes, and clouds to the north. 1
arrived at Mansfield in just under an hour at about 10,000 MSL.
Things were going so well that | citccled Mansfield with a hang
glider for awhile waiting for Dave Reusch to join me, eventually
reaching cloud base at 12,500 MSL. I turned back toward EPH
at the edge of a cloud street and maintained altitunde until about
Rimrock where | faced a clear blue sky.

I tried to work the dust devils T could see, but about 7 miles
from EPH [ was down to about 2000 AGL and the lift 1 was
finding barely floated my wings, Dave and a few other pilots
overhead tried to point out lift sources, but either | couldn’t
find them or | couldn't work them effectively. 1 worked the last
plowed field north of the towers for a few minutes until 1 was
starting to see the grasshoppers and worms. Finally [ confirmed
an open gate in the south-west corner and set up a pattern to
bring me close to that. My first land-out was surreal as [ closed
in on the ground, ground that wasn't associated with any air-
port. 1 made a final adjustment to line up with the furrows. The
wheel made an impression only 50 feet long, but T was reason-
ably close to the gate.

I couldn’t have hoped for a better experience. This was the
greatest adventure of my life--so far--and | am looking forward to
many more,

Thanks to those who made this possible:

Dave Reusch - instructor of the day, photographer, and coach
during the flight

Jim Simmeons - retrieve crew and land out instructor during
ground school

Chris Guenther - Retrieve tow truck driver and photographer dur-
ing the retrieve

Linda Chism - land-cut strategist

John Hope - encouragement before the flight

Ron Bellamy - flight test and sign-off for cross country soaring
Bruce Byrkett - initial cross-country strategy consultant

Lynn Weller and Stan Kasprzyk - introductory cross-country
soaring flight in 2004

Jim Yates - my wing runner for this flight

The pilots in the air on Sunday who encouraged me on and on
until my wheel was down.

Everyone else at SGC and the clubs, tow pilots, instractors, and
arganizers who create the soaring commumity in Washington.

Commenis from editor: Rimrock is really close to Ephrata. At
12,500M5L, one might think that even a rock wonld have finat
glide to Ephrata made. However, Aaving personally flown that
dery, I can testify presence for the tremendous sink for extended
periods. On my way to Waterville, I lost 1200 feet in under
minuie end hod to push my Nimbas 3 to 110 krots to get out of
the stuff. It is a good reminder of the doum side of the unusn-
ally strong upside. Nelson Funston reported a few days earlier an
average climb of 13.5 knats in the immediate vicinity of Ephrata.
Somewrhere, that stuff was going down. Keep an eye out for the
good, and the bad, and the ugly. Fly fast and fly safe.

>



2006 SGC Towplane Insurance

“IMPORTANT REMINDER!!! (AGAIN)

This inserance is a BENEFIT of membership in the
Searing Society of America. Only by negotinting as

a group may the S5A provide a plan for all entities
requiring insnrance {clibs, renters, individuals,
comtmercial operators and contest), with the broadest
coverage, at a most competitive price,

Insurability is contingent upon your club being a chapter
in good standing with the SSA, which requires all club
members to also be current S5A members. Insurance
may still be available if your club is not an $5A Chapter
provided each clab memnber is alse an individual S8A
member. Consult with the 558A (505-392-1177) on
additional benefits to being a Chapter.

Please protect your club’s continued insurability by
mainteining the required memberships in the S5A.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter
and for your paironage!

Regards for your friends at Costello Insurance Assoc.
Inc.”

The above message was included with the renewal forms
for our 2006 insurance, It establishes the ground rules for
obtaining insurance on our towplanes,

‘We have checked with a number of other insurance
sources, and we do not find a viable option. We, therefore,
must renew our towplane insurance with the Costellg
Insurance Assoc. Inc.

All 8GC club members must obtain their 2006 55A
membership to tow behind a Seattle Glider Council
towplane, You will not be covered under our policy if you
are not an active 2006 55A member. All towpilots must be
55A members, o exceptions.

Jim Simmons
Director
Seattle Glider Council

Good News - Waterville Is Now Glider
Friendly

Rick Edris reported that Waterville lowered the runway lights 1o
the ground and space the two signs towards the middle of the
runway 1H)' apart, making it a glider friendly place to land,

Got some old Soaring Magazines?

3GC would like to complete the current collection of Scaring
Magazines, but we have some large blocks il issues missing.
Most desired issues would be 1969 and earlisr and current to
2002. Please, do not dump all of your cld magazines at the club
house. Contact Steve Northeraft and let him know what issues
you would like to donate. Thanks.

Calendar of 2006 Events:

September 30 and October 1

Please join us and help prepare the Ephrata Training
Certter for the winter shut down.

WORK ITEMS:

Weatherproof the tables & bath house deck.

Check bath house roof {additional white coat?).
Spray the wasps/bees.

Clean out the refrigerators.

Clean all perishable foods from the cabinets.

Wash the mattress covers.

§ | Repair the SGC shed door.

Take down the deck shade covers.

Vacuum and cover the furniture.

General cleaning.

Replace all bath mats [clubhouse and bath house).
Reset the thermostat for winter,

Put the BB(Q's away.

Find a home for the golf cart.

I | Empty all garbage cans.

Stop the garbage pickup around mid Gcetober,

Jim Simmons

October 1st
Last Scheduled Towpilot. ‘Fend for yourself” and
motorgliders snickered.

November 1st
Clubhouse and all Ephrata operations are closed. All trailers
and RV's must be off the airport.

November 4th
SGC Banguet

November through March
Long, cold, dark, lonely winter...except for the Westside
Flyers out of Arlington who just keep on flying amyway.

|

Welcome Back to Two Towpilots!

How is that for tongue twister?! We are very pleased to have
Calvin Yamamoto and Jack Schaumberg towing for us again at
Ephrata. We look forward to following you guys around the sky
until we feel brave enough 1o leave. Welcome!




Interview with

Richard Van Gransven
by Jim Dobberfuhl

The following fnterview is part of what [ hope (e be series of
interviews with the people Wwhoe make Up Our SOaring cOTMLTIL
When ! first got involved with this sport, I was enamored with the
aircraft and equipinent. After photographing handreds of sailplanes
and soaring sites, T found it was the few photos of people I prized
the maost, [ regret not having eollected more photos of people and
their stories. When all is said and done, it is only our experiences
and memories that wiffl be left. And of those things, I have found it
is the friends I have made along the way who have made my life a
truly enriching experience.

We start off our series with Richard “Dick’ Van Grunsven. [
caught up with him at the Region 8 Sports Class and Open Class
Soaring Competition in Ephrata, Washington. For those of you who
do not know Dick, he is afso known as Mr.RV, father of the most
stccessfid homehnilt airplane series in the world. He has a passion
for soaring, so we are blessed in hmAng him as part of our fraternal
order and commainity.

A word of caution and disclairmer. The follotwing irttervieur is
paraphrased in some places and often not word for word. The
interviews are condwcted with o laptop and ne electronic voice
recordings. I am limited in my typing speed and accuwracy. T have
attempted to be as accurate as possible, bul any errors or misquotes
are of my own fault. Areas where I was not able to quote word for
word, I have paraphrased or simply described the general context of
the conversation.

When did you first get involved in soaring?
‘I was intrigued as a teenage with soaring. 1 wanted training but
there was none available in the area’

Mast power pilots | know who have gotten invelved with soaring

say they could not understand why anyone would go through all
of the trouble for gliders. But, ence they tried it and got involved,
their views changed.

Whdat is your perspective on power pilots and trying to pull manry

of them over to soaring?
‘] think the reason a lot of power pilots are not interested is
because they are flying-----they can’t understand the satisfaction

gained from flying around in circles and always (hopefully) landing

at the starting point”

When did you start power flying?
‘| soloed at 16 [years].

g

How long before you started soaring?

At age 22 [years], Dick soloed but was unable to do any
soaring until the late 1960°s when fie was able o borrow the
Cherokee I his brother had acquired. {older homebuilt generation
of plywood and fabric saifplane simifar to a Ka-8.}) Dick dragged
the Cherokee to some encamprients at Wenatchee and flew
there. Soaring conditions around his home area i Portland
were not very good. One day, there was a landout mishap with
the Cherokee (near Wenatchee) and Dick had 1o rebmild it. The
damage from the land out was discouraging. Dick concluded
that soaring around Portland was just not any good. So, he
abandoned the scene for 20 vears or more. Plus, fie was busy
with business and rofsing a family.

What brought you back fto soaring]?

‘I went to the North Plains which was close to home. [ had
ignored it for years. [ was with my son was 15 years old and
decided it would be a good place to start him flying. [ started
flying sailplanes instead of him. I came to realize with higher
performance airplanes, conditions in the Portland area were good
enough for reasonable cross country. Soaring was more possible
than I thought. After a couple of seasons of flying the club
stuff, 2-33s and 1-26s, | bought an HP-18. [ flew it 3 seasons
for about 700 hours, and became known as the last guy to leave
the sky every day. | got kind of obsessed with it. | used my RvV-
4 as a towplane and s0 was not corapletely reliant on the club
towplane’

What kept you interested in staying with soaring this time
around?

“There is no real challenge in power flying. Soaring is a constant
challenge. The satisfaction is somewhat related (o the challenge.
1 did have the interest early on. Had the inclination, if the

opportunily had been there, who knows what might have been.

Do you fly much with other people?

A lot of my flying has been by myself. It's because of the
conditions we have which are not conducive to cross country.
As far as the flying portion, it is not that soctal. [ like to fly with
others, but I'm just as happy to fly by myself’ Dick currently
2700 hours in sailplanes.




There were limes in the club that most of the experienced
pilots, including Dick, voluntecred to help coach others in cross
courtry. But, it did not work very well because most of the
people were timid because of their limited experience and modest
performance sailplanes, ‘I try and help people, though [ certainly
don't feel that I always have the right advice. In an area such as
vurs with weaker soaring conditions, we have the problem where
we really can’t schedule a cross country clinic with any certainty
of good soaring.’ Dick went on to explain weather was a real
factor in the Portland, Oregon area. ‘If the choice is between flying
with others {around the field) or going off on my own, | will go
off on my own. Maybe | am anti-social. I'm also not particularly
fond of the radio chatter” While flying, Dick talked about hearing
many of the pilots reaching destinations and being really excited,
not realizing he had long since passed that turnpoint and was
even further out on course. He said he doesn’t like to upstage
peaple. From this brief part of the conversation, I gathered that
Dick likes to let people have their glory, and it is quite the opposite
of anti-social. It is the understanding of human ego.

{Dick also raised another {ssue about flying with other people. )
‘Most of the guys have a [pure] sailplane, but I have an engine. |

recognize that I've got capabilities/options where courage comes

in the form gasoline. Usually, while flying with others in marginal

conditions, I will advise them not follow me because I have an

engine and don’t want them to risk a landout.”

How often have you had to start your engine to get back?

‘Maybe 10% of the time. Sometimes [ will head out almost
knowing I will have to crank up and come home, If it were 1 out of
10 flights for a land out, that would be a lot. *

Do you think it improves the learning curve?
“Yeah. You can experience a lot of conditions without much risk’

Have you ever had your engine fail you when trying to get back.
“Yeah, one time, but I had an airport to land on. * (it happened
when my Ventus was new. | found the problem and fixed it.}

When yon were flying your HP-18 did you land ont?
“Four landouts and two of them in fields.

Hawve you flown a lot of sailplanes?
‘Not that many, maybe six or eight different types of high
performance.”

What would you do for the future of soaring?

‘Self launch. Either iike what we have now, or perhaps more
practical, a higher performance fixed engine motor glider like the
Carat. Enough performance to do real soaring and be competitive
in sports class. With enough practicality to appeal to a power pilot
and be a good cross over?

What percentage of the power pilots do you think we could pull
over to soaring?

I would like to think we if we could get a 10th of the power
pilots to soaring, we could double the numbers. | just think that
[most power pilots] don’t have the inclination. Tt's a Httle hegative
thinking, but you talk to enough pilots and you come away with
that feeling. Many are just ‘point A to point B pilots® with more
interest in messing with their auto-pilots and glass cockpit displays
than in the actual flying of the plane.

Have you ever thought about junping into the saiflplane business
yourself?

“Yeah, along the lines of what 1 just mentioned with self
launching. It would be very difficult 10 compete with new or used
sailplanes out of Europe. It would be a real undertaking. For just
a moderate performance sailplane, you would have too much
competition from the used market. Plus, we are in the kit business.
Soaring pilots don’t want to build saflplanes, they want to fly them
as a rule’

Before you go, I have to esk abont your motorglider. There is
limited information about it enline, bot & mumber of people
are really carions abour it.

I started that a long time ago. It's a proof of concept. The
objective was 10 come up with a moderately high performance,
single place self launch sailplane, It would have to be suitable
for a quick build homebuilt. My thonght was to see what |
could do with the HP-18 wing I already had:

How mary years have you been working on this?

"l would rather not say. [However] In the meanwhile,
they came out with the Carat which is very similar 1o what
I had in mind. And they have demonstrated good soaring
performance with the practicality of a four stroke engine and
cruise capability” My hope still is that a similar performance
kit aircraft counld be much more affordable.

Cur time was up and I thanked Dick Van Grunsven for the
trterview. There were things to do and people to meet. After
all, we were at the 2006 Region & Sports Class and Open Class
Soaring Championships, one of the best flying and sodal events
of the year. Even if one is not competing, there is a lot of fun to
be had.

The following day was the last of the sparing day of the
meet. Dick flew his Ventus2CM for another first place finish at
76.5 mph average over 179 miles. With rearly @ 300 point lead
over the elosest competitor, Dick won the title Region 8 Sports
(lass Champion fagain.] A couple of us asked Dick if he would
consider flying Open Class next year angd we were delighted to
hear the answer 'yes’ provided his new eleciric 20 meter self
luunch Antares is ready.

Additional Note: Congratulations to Dick on bagging s
1000k distance on July 15, 2006 in Region 9, Utah. Check OLC
for the flight log.




Congratulations to Nelson Funston on winning Region 8 Open
Class and to Dick Van Grunsven for winning Region 8 Sports
Class. There were many well flown days and the competition was
stiff. Also, a huge congratulations to Mr, Keith Purves for flying his
first contest, (Open Class none the less!) and just staying focused
on flying a good race and having fun. We were also represented
by all of the states in Region 8 for the first time since anyone can
remember. Jefl Banks, a 747 cargo pilot, came all the way down
from Alaska with his family. Phil Grate graciously let JTeff borrow
his sailplane for Sports Class.

The Open Class was both an experiment and a success, Greg
Mecklenburg embarrassed the long wing guys on a regular basis
by flying his Ventus like it was one of his jets in Open Class taking
2nd. Stuart Larimore drove his ASW-20 like it too was turbine
powered. Unfortunately, due to a technical difficulty with his data
logger, he ended up with 0 points on a day that would have placed
him near the top of the sheet. Mike Thompson wrapped up 3rd
place in Open Class with consistently good performance on a daily
basis. One of our home favorites, Steve Northeraft (SN), flew a
good race to 4th with a standard class glider. Tom Dixon also flew
very well in an ASW-27. If you had not noticed, there is indeed an
odd pattern. There were just enough pilots present to make up a
15 meter class, but not enough for an Open Class. Thanks to a last
minute change and a concession by Nelson, everyone agreed to fly
Open Class. Nelson had to agree to fly without water ballast. See-
ing as that mest of the days were strong, the long wings were not
much of an advantage unless heavily ballasted and well flown. For
Nelsomn, that left him with just having to fly well. Greg cranked up
his wing loading on the last day and showed all of us that in the
right hands, 15 meters of wing can rip through the sky.

Dick Van Grunsven [RV) flew consistently well and very fast.
Dick also had one of the larges handicap factors against him for
having a high perfermance ship. It is interesting to note that most
days consisted of nearly the same task for both classes, except
Sports Class usually had larger radius turn cylinders. Just eye ball-
ing the numbers, Dick would have placed very well in Open Class.
Martin Dennis (XZ) flew a good race to 2nd place with Kerry
Richards (9Y) taking 3rd place in the over all standings. There was
a huge battle from 2nd place through 8th place, with daily scores
showing a constant upset in rankings; Dave Burgess (D2), Tom
Udd (44), Dennis Vreekin (SD), Tim Martin (42}, George O'Leary
(PK.1], Steve Mason (DZ), Dan Gadowski [BP), Jeff Banks (Tree
Tree), and Alexander Kain (and Paul, PW3).

B

Day 2 / Contest Day 2 / June 27

MAT Task with 1st turn point Nilles Corner and a minimum of 2
intervening turnpoints before using a previous turnpoinl.

The weather forecast was promising big stuff, but the day had
not started to kick. There were 15 relights and poor Jay was wring-
ing his hands. Tree Tree and PW3 had the terrible misfortune of
landing out in the same field on the plateau even before the start
gate even opened. Then, Open Class launched and the thermal
goddess smiled upon those long wings, The thermals picked up
and suddenly we found ourselves having to stay below 10,000
MSL altitude for 3 minutes so we could run through the start gate.
A cloud street from Coulee City 1o Grand Coulee stuck around for
most of the day. Pilots were getting as high as 12,500 M5L. For a
short while, a street ran from Coulee City to Waterville. Some were
lucky enough to catch it early in the day and make the run, while
others got stranded when the cu’s towards Waterville broke up and
left many to search the blue. Over all, despite the record number
of relights, it turned out to be an absolutely incredible day with
very high speeds and lots of happy pilots. R.E.

Sports Class:

1000 pts Tim Martin (47) 259.0sm@72.9mph w/handicap,

229 3sm@64.5mph.

907 pts Dick Van Grunsven (RV) 257sm@69.18mph w/handicap
217.6sm@58.46mph.

898 pts Kerry Richards (9Y) 229.8@61.2 w/handicap
216.0sm@57.9mph

Open Class

1000 pts Greg Mecklenburg (3N) 299.7sm@79.8mph
984 pts Mike Thompson [M1) 274 3sm@78.6mph
074 pts Nelson Funston (JN) 282.7sm@77.8mph

The following reparts for contest days 3 & 4 were written by Jay
Todd and may be found on the 55A website under contests. Jay and
Raylene managed this years Region 8 Soaring Championships. They
are to be cornmended on doing an excellent job of managing events
and pulling things off very smoothly. [ hope they will consider man-
aging the contest again next year. The official contest results may
he acressed at the 554 website. The last (wo contest days presented
some of the best sparing weather of the year.



Day 5 / Contest Day 3 / June 30

Greetings to all our loyal readers from beautiful downtown Eph-
rata, Washington where today the sun shined, the birds chirped,
the dogs barked, the gliders flew and the pilots were happy ... well,
mostly happy anyway.

As usual, our pilots briefing was held at 10:00 am where | hardly
had anything to harp at anyone about. Probably because we
haven't flown for the past two days but hey, ya take what you can
get. Dick VanGrunsven gave us a safety talk about visual percep-
tion cues and how they can lead to accidents during landings and
slope searing. Very informative and well received. Next, "Cloudy”
Mortheraft got up to tell us about the weather. Steve had a smile
and kind of a shine about him that could have come from the
happy news he was about to impart, or could have been because
he had his hat off and the reflection was getting to us. At any rate
the news was mostly good, High temperature forecast at 929 with
a trigger temperature around 80°. The down side showed an inver-
sion arcund 5,300 feet and the lift was only forecast to be in the 2
to 4 knot range. With a concentration of high level moisture, there
was also a chance of either cirrus forming in the afterncon or some
towering cumulous flatting out and causing sun blockage in the
afternoon.

With this information in hand the task for both classes was
called as a 2 ¥ hour TAT with the turn points at 1 - Nilles Corner
(#29) with a 10 mile circle, 2 - Waterville (#43) with a 10 mile cir-
cle, 3 - Dry Falls (218) with a 5 mile circle and 4 - Mansfield (#28&)
with a 10 mile circle. For those hearty souls that have actually read
all of my reports, this task may look suspiciously familiar - similar
in large (very large) part to the task called on Day 3, the first day
we couldn't fly due to the weather. OK, 1 admit it but give me a
break. This is my first time out as CD and thoese that know me will
tell you I have a limited capacity for thinking up new things. | even
use my mistakes over and over. Al any rate, an alternate task was
prepared just in case the overdevelopment started early but as it
worked out, we didn't need it. We also made one additional change
by extending our tows to 2500 feet AGL rather than the 2000 feel
AGL that we have been using. This was to give the pilots a little
more chance to find lift before having to head back to the airport
for a relight.

The gliders were out on the grid at 12:15 and shortly thereafter
our sniffer launched. Our sniffer, Helmut Gebenus is one of those
guys that can fly in anything and find lift where there isn't any, He
launches an hour before anyone else and lands an hour after ev-
eryone else has given up, Really makes you sick but he's a GREAT
sniffer. A pilots meeting was held on the grid at 12:30 and Helmut
let us know he was thermaling in 4 knot lift and had reached 4500
feet. That was good enough and the launch commenced at 12:45,
Today's launch went beautifully and all were in the air in 45 min-

utes. There were 4 relights (1 was a motorglider) and the tasks
were hoth open by 1:47.

At 1:51 Helmut arrived back on the ramp - not a good sign at
all! I was hoping that maybe he just forgot his lunch or some-
thing but no ... he told me that it really was pretty poor up there
with very scratchy lift and nothing above 5000 feel. | cringed and
headed for the Doghaus for some Mylanta®,

As it turned out, things got better rapidly and stayed that way
for almost 2 hours before things began to get scratchy again.
Muost of the pilots had a pretty tough time within 15 miles of Eph-
rata but once out of the area and after about 2:30, some visible
cue's showed up and most were able to work the lift to a bit over
10,000 feet.

The gliders started returning around 4:30 and we considered
the day a success with only 2 landouts though one of those really
didn’t count since he landed at an airport and was a motorglider
so he self launched back out.

Our preliminary scoring looks like this:
Day 5 / Contest Day 3

Sports Class

1st with 1000 points = Dick VanGrunsven in his Ventus 2CM with
a handicapped speed of 52 mph and a distance of 164.16 miles
2nd with 992 points - Dennis Vreeken in his HP-18 with a handi-
capped speed of 51.57 mph and a distance of 157.37 miles

3rd with 974 points = Tim Martin in his DG-400 with a handi-
capped speed of 50.64 mph and a distance of 129,56 miles

Cumulative

1st Dick VanGrunsven with 2907 points
2nd Martin Dennis with 2699 points
3rd Tom Udd with 2694 points

Open Class

1st with 1000 points — Melson Funston in his Nimbus 4M with a
speed of 65.42 mph and a distance of 176.08 miles

2nd with 978 poinis - Greg Mecklenburg in his Ventus A with a
speed of 63.97 mph and a distance of 155.54 miles

3rd with 974 points — Stuart Larimore in his ASW-20 with a speed
of 63.73 mph and a distance of 170.86 miles

Cumulative

15t Nelson Funston with 2974 points
2nd Greg Mecklenburg with 2947 points
3rd Mike Thompson with 2820 points

Day 6 / Contest Day 4 / July 1

Saturday dawned with a clear sky and looked promising, we
all geared up for what would be a pretty spectacular last day of
soaring for the contest.

The only cloudy note on the horizon was that Steve Mason
had slightly damaged the leading edge of one of his wings dur-




ing his land-out on Friday and was unable to fly the last day of
the contest.

Pilots meeting was held at 10:00 am as usual and Greg Meck-
lenburg gave us all a safety talk about those unexpected things
that can happen during our flights and what to do about them,
Things like dive brakes popping epen unexpeciedly during a
take-off or how a tow line that goes slack during the initial roll
can cause a “sling shot” launch that can lead te a ground loop.
Bottom line, fly the airplane first and be prepared for the un-
expected. Great talk Greg. Then it was on to Steve Northeraft
with the weather. Things did indeed look more promising than
on Friday with high temperatures forecast at 93 and a trigger
temperature of 862, (NOTE: It occurred to me just as | wrote that
last sentence that | have not been stipulating whether | am talk-
ing aboul °F or °C and that we do have lots of readers from both
Europe and “Down Under” that don’t use the Fahrenheit scale.
While it does get hotter than h*Il here in Ephrata some times, it
doesn't get THAT hot!) Steve also pointed out that there was a
slight inversion showing at around 5000 feet but that it should be
easy to get past with the temperatures rising that much. Lift was
forecast to be in the 5 to 6 knot range with tops varying in the
models between 6000 and 11,000 feet.

With what appeared to be a pretty good day shaping up but
with a desire to have all of the chicks back in the henhouse in
time for our banguet at 6:00 pm, an initial task for both classes
was sel at a 2 ¥4 hour TAT. The first turn was at US Hwy 2 (#42)
with a 5 mile circle, second turn at Creston (#13) with a 20 mile
circle and third turn at Mansfield (226) with a 10 mile circle.
While there was no expectation of a problem, an alternate task
was also given to the pilots shortening the task time to 2 hours
and substituting the second turn at Wilbur (#45] still with the 20
mile circle. Grid time was set at 12:15 with a meeting on the grid
at 12:30 and a prospective launch at 12:45.

On the grid we determined that the trigger temperature had
been reached and our intrepid sniffer Helmut Gebenus (Y3) was
launched at about 12:20. Back and forth along the ridge and back
inland along the plateau sniffing here and sniffing there, looking
for lift. Watching him reminded me of watching an indecisive dog
looking for someplace that smells good enough to go. Helmut
reported occasional lift at 1-2 knots, just enough to stay alofi but
not really enough to climb. The wait was on. Climb a little, sink
a little until finally at about 1:05 Helmut reported that it seemed
to have broken loose and that he was climbing in 4 koot lift to
about 5000 feet. That was good enocugh for me but due to the
loss of time in initiating the launch the alternate task was called
and our launch commenced at 1:16 pm.




Spaorts class task opened at 1:47 and the open class task opened
at 2:10 pm. Pilots had a difficult time in the immediate Ephrata
area but once out over the plateau and about 15 miles from Eph-
rata the day really opened up. Lift for the day averaged around
8 knots and thermal heights were undetermined but one pilot
reported to me that he climbed to 12,800 at one point. Virtually
everyone agreed that other than during the start, this was the best
day of soaring during the contest.

The gliders began returning just after 400 pm and the last was
on the ground very shortly after 5:00 pm. After compiling all the
flight logs and determining the scores we were off to our banquet
for an evening of celebration.

Day 6/ Contest Day 4

Sports Class

3rd Place with 968 points — Tim Martin in his DG-400 with a
handicapped speed of 62.54 mph and a distance of 133.56 miles
2nd Place with 975 points - Dave Burgess in his ASW-19 with 3
handicapped speed of 62.97 mph and a distance of 148.63 miles
1st Place with 1000 points - Dick VanGrunsven in his Ventus 2CM
with a handicapped speed of 64.62 mph and a distance of 151.21
miles

Open Class

3rd Place with 928 points - Jim Dobberfuhl in his Nimbus 3 with
a speed of 79.05 mph and a distance of 173.7 miles

2nd Place with 950 points — Nelson Funston in his Nimbus 4M
with a speed of 80.91 mph and a distance of 176.13 miles

15t Place with 963 points - Greg Mecklenburg in his Ventus A
with a speed of 82.08 mph and a distance of 176.13 miles

Final

Sporis Class

3rd Place Dverall with a total score of 3564, flying an LS-7 - Kerry
Richards

2nd Place Overall with a total score of 3619, flying a DG-202

= Martin Dennis

15t Place Overall with a total score of 3907, flying a Ventus 2CM
- Dick VanGrunsven

Open Class

3rd Place Overall with a total score of 3724, flying a Ventus 2B
- Mike Thompson

2nd Place Overall with a total score of 3910, flying a Ventus A

= Greg Mecklenburg

1st Place Overall with a total score of 3924, flying a Nimbus 4M
- Nelson Funston

Complete contest results posted on the S5A Website.

During the banguet, each pilot received a certificate of partici-
pation for the contest that was imprinted over a photograph of
themselves. This is scmething that Raylene and | have been do-
ing for a few years to give everyone something personal 1o take
away from the contest.

So there you have it - the latest, the greatest and the lastest
news from Ephrata for the 2006 Region § Soaring Championship.
Raylene and I have once again enjoved putting on the contest
though it's probably a leng way from the most restful week of
vacation that you can take. We hope you have enjoyed reading
about the contest as much as we have enjoyed experiencing it.
In Ephrata, where the sun is shining, the forecast is looking fan-
tastic, my wife is getting oul the vacuum cleaner again — [ think
Il get out of here and go soaring, IT




I have been soaring since 1973 and in my “Soaring
Career” | have been to many unusual locations. Marfa Texas
ranks very high in the category of “unusual™ locations.

Marfa is a little town with just over 2,000 inhabitants,
ahout 100 miles south of highway 10, in southwestern
Texas. What is unusual about Marfa are the extremes. In one
end of town you can get a meal and a beer for under §10,
but just a few blocks up on Main Street you go to a place
and the minute you step in, you think you have wandered
through a time portal and you are now on Madison Avenue,
in downtown New York. Clean and cool, wailers in while
aprons serving a well dressed crowd, excellent wine list,
great food, from the appetizer through the main course to
the dessert. Everything is absolutely fresh, and [ have tasted
some of the best Pacific Salmon right there in the middle of
the desert. OF course, the price is also very much in line with
any upscale Manhattan restaurant.

What also surprised me is the flying hardware. You could
be in the middle of the desert, and suddenly you notice an
8,000 foot paved runway, with a hangar that houses Turbine
King Air’s, Lears whatever.

S0 here we are in Marfa T, one of the premium soaring
sites in the southwest, with a ton of soaring history. If you
ever have an opportunity, watch the movie “The Sun Ship
Game”. 11" a documentary about the US Nationals, 1 think
in the late 60's or early 70's. It appears those were the days
soaring pilots were made of the “real” stuff. They would do
anything to get the extra mile, even if it meant landing in
downtown Marfa.
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Marfa is located on a high desert plateau, The altitude at the airport
is 4,850 feet, with mountains to the North climbing to 8,000 feet, and
the Rio Grande to the South, about 150 miles or so. The plateau tips
in general to the South, with the draining canyons heading in that
direction. [t's a great place to fly; the emphasis is placed on fiying,
not landing. The general landscape is uncultivated grazing land.
Landable, ves; survivable, yes; but rough, A better alternative is the
highway. Just think of it as three dimensional merging. Cars merge
from the right on to the highway, gliders from above, no big deal.
Actually, it’s not, and the highway patrol is very tolerant with this
additional highway traffic. When I had to land on the highway, 1 had
the good fortune that such a tolerant officer stopped, and directed the
traffic around us while we disassembled the glider.

I forgot how much fun it is to compete. | use to compete
aggressively in hang gliders, but until this year I have never
competed in a glider. My objective was to go to Marfa, check out
what's happening with the PW-3 class, be disappointed, come back
to the NW, sell my PeeWee and get something bigger and better and
faster and sexier.

After flving with my “brothers and sisters™ for two weeks, I came
to the conclusion, there is no better class to fly than the PW-5. It is
extremely sobering, flying right next to a PeeWee approaching a
turn point, same sink rate, same speed, making the turn and heading
back towards goal, reading the sky, deciding on a route, only to
find out, that my “brother” choose a different route and beat me
by 10 minutes. It's not the machine; it’s the pilot that makes all
the difference. I truly love that philosophy. More than ever, ] have
decided to commit to the World Class. Racing in a PeeWee is a lot of
fun, just because the equipment is irrelevant, 1Cs the pilot!















