Plus

The Trailer Parking Lottery
SSA Membership Requirement to Fly (see Page 5)
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SGC cne-year membership renewal {January-December) US§25.
(SGC Membership is required for all tows behind an SGC towplane.)
SGC Family Membership (for 14 and older) US$10 sach.
Towline-onky Subscription USH15.

Canadian Postage (add) US$5.

Tows (at Ephrata): $21.50 for first 1500° {minimum fee) + $.80 per 100" above 1500°
Tows (airport other than Ephrata): $22.00 for first 1500° + $.80 per 100" above 1500°
Aero Retrieve or Glider Ferry: $80 / tach hour

Ephrata Pilot Use Fee: $60 for the seascn or $10 / week (Sat-Fri}

(Note: maximum [imit if pilot fee paid by the week is $20)

Trailer Parking: $140 per season, or $15 / week {Sat-Fri)

RV Parking: $275 per season (+ $21.45 tax), or $35 per waek [+ $2.73 tax) (Sat-Fri)

Weather Information:

NWS Spokane  502-353-2367
NWS Seattle 206-526-6087
FAA Weather B00-992-7433
Hatline (9800) 206-484-2000
Highway Report 206-368-4429

On the Cover:
Rigging for an early moming tow at Arlinglon in scarch of the elvsive Pichiuk wave.
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Region 8 Clubs & Associations

Boeing Employees Soaring Club
Seatthe, WA

Jay Todd 253-847-0377
www._boeingsoaring.com

Cascade Soaring

Wenalches, WA

Arnie Clarke 509-884-2494
www.nwinternet.com®~blanikam/css

Columbia Basin Soaring Assoc.
Tri-Cities WA

Tom Seim 509-627-5532
www.tefn.org/chsa

Evergreen Soaring

Arfington, WA

Hotline 425-238-6617

Harold Broomell 205-772-2112
WWw.evsrgreensoaring.org

High Desert Soaring
Bend, OR
John Bentley 541-330-3905

Puget Sound Soaring Assoc.
Enumclaw, V¥4

Cperations 206-660-0019
Stefan Perrin 253-927-9183
www.pugetsoundsoaring.org

Silverstar Soaring Association
Kalowna, BC

Hans Kruiswyk 250-763-1788
www.members.home.net/soar

Spokane Soaring Society
Spokane, WA

Dale Walker 509-466-0206
Www.spoKanesoaring.orng

Vancouver Soaring Association
Vancouver, BC

James Swank 604-590-6054
Clubhouse Vaicemail: 604-B69-7211
WWW.VSa.ca

Willamette Valley Soaring Club
FPortland, OR

Information 503-647-0913
WWW.WYSC.Org

Commercial Operations

Blanik America, Inc.
Wenaichee, WA
Vitek Siroky 509-884-8305

Skysigns

Arfington, WA

Glider Rides

John Carson 42%-8658-1282

Cascade Soaring McMinmville, OR
Joe Deem 503-472-8805

Towplane | ewiston, /D
Dawve Dorion 509-243-9919
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Content Editor

Jim Dobberfuhl

425-741-B0011
jim.dob @ gmail.com

Layout Editor
Max Karst
PO Box 4825
Seattle, WA 98194-0826
206-909-2471
Fax 206-935-2086
fowline @cloudstreet.com

Production Manager
Mike Mewgard (& family)

Membership & Address Changes
Chiris Gurither
PO Box 7184
Bellevue, WA 98008-1184
425-788-4001
ckgunther@cablespeed.com

Towline is published at least bimonthly by the
Seattle Glider Council. Material is infended for the
enfoyment of soaring enthusiasts and is freely
contributed. The accuracy of the information and
the opinions expressed are the responsibiiity of
the contributor. The edifors reserve the right to
modify material to meet space restrictions. Per-
mission is grarted to reproduce material printed
herain provided proper credit is given fo the au-
thor and the publication.

Contribution of arficles, pholos, artwork and
latters fo the editor are highly encouraged. Make
contributions to the Content Editor. Whenever
possible, coniributions should be via E-mail in
unformatted.ixt or as attachments in common
file formats (PC or Mac .doc, .iIxt or .rif). DO NOT
send files heavily formatted with tables, bulists,
tabs, images, etc. Photos should sent as attach-
memnts, not embedded in docurnenis. Mail hard
copies of photos or other material with stamped
seff-addressed envelope if you want them re-
turned. Scanned images should be jpeg format as
large as possible up to 8 inches wide at 100 dpi
resolution. A 5x7 print scanned at 200 dpi is great.
Secan grayscale at 256 or 1000s of shades of gray
Any technical questions may be addressed to
Max Karst at 206-809-2471 or E-mail fowfine @
cloudstreet.com.
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New Editor Takes the Stick for ‘06

Welcome to the first edition of Towling for 2006. With soaring
scason just around the corner, it is time to finish those winter
chores and start getting curvent again. |n this issue, you will find
a brief summary of the year in review and upcoming igsues which
affect us all. Please, pay particular attertion to the new insurance
requirements prior 1o going te Ephrata.

The intent of this publication is to keep members of the Seattle
Glider Council informed of happenings within our scaring commu-
nity and the surrounding area. | hope you will all take a moment to
thank Morm Dalke, Chris Gunther, and Max Karst for thers efforts
in publishing the previous Towling newsletter. Thanks Morm, Chris,
anc Maxl

One of the greatest resources we have available to us is our
people. | would like o hear from you, and so would many other
people in the club. Over the years, | have attended many contests
and visited numerous gliderports. There are hundreds of pictures
of gliders and places that seemed really fascinating at the time,
but there have never enough pictures of people. If you have reas
through Faul Schweizer's book Wings', many of you will find he has
written a history of soaring in terms of people. Our community
is very small ong and where everyone khows each other. We share
itt each others successes and one angther's sorrows. There are
fantastic storiss of flights and land outs. Talss of endless cloud
streets and nail biting ‘snake chasing’ weak conditions. Most of
these wonderful stories reside 25 memories to be recounted every
once in a great while when hangar flying. We are so busy making
new memeories on flying days, we some times forget the previcus
triumphs and disasters. One of the great story heroes was Jack
Ohlson. Jack passed away several years ago. | hear the funniest
things about him and regret not having had the chance to meet
him. However his legacy rests in the hands of those who knew him,
If you have a story about yourself, or someone you know, | would
really like to read about it. There may come a day when soaring is
extingt for humanes. And when people ask, | wonder what it was
like?, they will find your story.

We logk forward to seeing you at the glider field!
Happy Landings,

Jitrt Dobberfubl
Editar

>



2005 - The Year in Closing

COn 5 November 2005, we celebrated our successes with Lhe
annual SGC Banquet at the Museumn Of Flight. There was good
food and fun had by all who attended. In addition to hangar fly-
ing and tall 1alk was the awards banquet.

Awards were as follows:

Kright of the Open Field —
Dravid Marshall - First off-ficld landing in the L13 north of Eric’s
farm

Clodbuster -
Steve Baker — CFI during the flight that David Marshall landed
north of Eric's farm.

300k THangle
Bob Gladics - 8/5/05, 188.69 mi, 2:14, 4.5 mph raw speed

Robertson Award —ft
Eric Greenwell - 17,792 4/11/05
Steve Hill — 23,600 11/6/04

Carson Award - -
Eric Greenwell — 508 miles 6/12/05

Columbia Basin Soaring Assoc. Broken Leg -
David Shemwell — 475 mi 6/25/05

Cloyd Artinan {outstanding flight or pioneering effort) -

- Nelsan Funston - US National Champion, Unlimited Class
Other Dights -

Eric Greenwell, Richland to north of Battle Ground Wa and

- return 5/23/05

Eric Greenwell, Richland to Montana (just short of Thompson
Falls) 6/19/05

Pacific Northuwest Aircraft Safety Award —
2005 Cross country camp

Tow Pilot of the year — 675 tow for 2005
Ron Ries (120 tows)

Mike Moore [89)

Ken Griffin (60)

Linda Chism (51}

Unsung Herces Award -
Todd and Raylene Todd
Others- Pat Dunston

SGC Sportmanship Award -
Roy Clark

Other Notable flights -

Tony Puglisi = 1-26 silver distance to Mansfield on 5/28, Mans-
field and return on 5/29

Stewart DeLaHunt - 500 km this summer

2005 SGC Honor Award — John Daly — for his years of service ag
SGC Beard Chairman

There is also some additional recognition due to some of our
fellow friends and pilots. Steve Northeraft and Mike Newgard
volunteered for the Open Class Nationals, foregoing their typi-
cal venue of Sports Class. The significance of this matter is the
Open Class Nationals would not have been “official” without hav-
ing a minimum of 10 compeltitors presenl. Botk, Steve and Mike,
fly short wing ships. This sort of entry is akin to showing up to
a gun fight with knife, but they both performed extremely well,

Melson Funston, JN, did manage to win the Open Class MNation-
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als despite having to fend off some of the toughest competitors and
machines in the country. Dick Buller showed up with a highly mod-
ified ASW-22, Rumour has it he lengthened the fuselage to accom-
madate for the 29 meter span. He also swapped out the horizontal
tail for an ASH-26 1all. There were also many other modifications,
including a retractable tail wheel, which really had a lot of peaple
spocked about being dominated by a super machine. More details
of the Open Class Nationals and the Region 8 Sports Class Contest

are available in the 2006 February issue of Soaring magazine.

Recognition and Appreciation

Many thanks to the SGC Board Members who have served us so

well in 2005,

The 2005 SGC Board :
Chamrman;

Vice Chair:

Treasuter:

Secretary:

Scheduler:

Chief Towpilot:
Towplane Mgr:

Safety Officer:
Towline Content Editor:
Alrspace Coordinator:
Contest Manager:
Insurance Manager:

Glider Expo Coordinator:

Trailer Lotlery:
Elections:
Webmaster:
Bangueleer:
Awards:
CFIG/Safety Clinic:
Ephrala Manager:

John Daly

Linda Chism

Christian Gunther

bichael Moore

Michael Moore

Pierre Parent

Ron Ries

upen

Chris Gunther, Norm Dalke & Max Karst
Dale Hacker

Jay Todd

Jim Simmons

John Gilbert

Chris Gunther & Linda Chism
Linda Chism

Tom Kreyche

Tom Kreyche & Liz

Mike Newgard

Mark Nyberg

Jim Simmons

Welcome and thanks to the new SGC Board for 2006,

The 2006 SGC Board starts off with the following lineup:

Chairman:

Vice Chair:

Treasurer:

Secretary:

Scheduler:

Chief Towpilot;
Towplane Mgr:

Safety Officer:
Towline Content Editor:
Alrspace Coordinator:
Contest Manager:
Insurance Manager:

Glider Expo Coordinator:

Trailer Lottery:
Elections:
Webmaster;
Banqueteer:
Aowards:
CFIG/Safety Clinic:
Ephrata Manager:

Stephen Northeraft

Mike Newgard

Christian Gunther

Michael Moore

Michael Moore

Pierre Parent

Ron Ries & Calvin Yamamoto
Nelson Funston

Jim Dobberfuhl & Max Karst
Irale Hacker

Jay Todd

Jirm Simmons

Heinz Gehlhaar

Chris Gunther & Linda Chism
Linda Chism

Jimn McMeil

Mike and Becky Newgard
John Daly

Mark Nyberg

Jim Simmons




2006 SGC Towplane Insurance

IMPORTANT REMINDER!I!

This insurance is ¢ BENEFIT of membership in the Searing
Society of America. Only by negotiating as a group may the
55A provide a plan for all entities requiring insurance (clubs,
renters, individuals, commercial operators and contest), with
the broadest coverage, af 4 most competitive price

Insurability is contingent upon your club being a chapter in
good standing with the 55A, which requires all club members io
also be current S5A members. Insurance may still be available
if your elub & not an S5A Chapter provided each club member
is alzo an individoal S5A member. Consult with the 85A (505
392-1177) on additional benefits to being a Chapter.

Please protect your club’s continued insurability by
mainteining the reqoired memberships in the 55A.

Thank yon for your attention to this important matter and
for your patrorage!

Regards for your friends at Costello Insnrance Assoc. Inc.

The above message was included with the renewal forms
for our 2006 insurance. It establishes the ground roles for
obtaining insurance on our towplanes.

We have checked with a number of other insurance sources,
and we do not find a viable option. We, therelore, must renew
our towplane insurance with the Costello Tnsurance Assoc. inc.

All 5CGC club members must obtain their 2006 554
membership to tow behind a Seattle Glider Council towplane,
You will not be covered under cur policy if you are not an
active 2006 $5A member. All towpilots must be 55A members,
no exceptions,

Jim Simmons, Director
Seattle Glider Counreil

2006 Challenges

The Seattle Glider Council is faced with a significant
increase in cost for the 2006 season. As you may have guessed,
the cost of fuel for the towplanes is at an all time high. [n
addition the Soaring Society of America has notified us that all
S6GC members must be SSA members for us o qualify for the
S5A Insurance program.

The organization has searched for another source for
towplane and lability insurance. No viable source has been
found. We have set the 2006 rates for all Ephrata fees, except
the tow rates at the 2005 level. The tow rates we will be
established as soon as the insurance issue is resolved.

We are also looking for any way to reduce the cost of the
operation. One thing that we are going to do for 2006 is o
issue your bills by e-mail. This will reduce the labor, supplies
and postage required to do the billing.

For this firsl year, we will still provide paper bills 1o the few
members that do not have an e-mail account. In the future, we
plan to bill only through e-mail. It will be necessary for every
member to keep his or her e-mail address up to date with the
5GC. Please use the form below to insure that your e-mail
address is current in the 5GC files.

Jim Simmons

State: Zip:

SGE, PO Box 7184, Bellevue, WA 98008

Calendar of 2006 Events:

Janwary 10th
SGC Board Meeting

February Gih
General Membership Meeting. 7pm Museum of Flight: Red
Barn Class Room.

February 11th & 12th

Instructor Revalidation Clinic: Mark Myberg has set up the
SEATAC Alaska Air Traiming Facility classroom for use, Bob
Wander and Dean Carswell will present the lecture series.
dMore information may be found on the 5GC website.

February 1ath
SGC Board Meeting

March 25th & 26th

Glider Expo. The annual Glider Expo will take place at the
Museum of Flight and will include participation of the RC
glider community.

April 1st
Opening Day of Soaring Season at Ephrata

April 3rd, Monday

General Membership Meeting. 7 pm Museurn of Flight Red
Barn Class Room. Trailer Lottery Glider parking and RV rates
remain the same from last year, as well as pilot fees. Tow
rates will have to be adjusted dependent on fuel prices and
insurance rates.

May 1si
General Membership Meeting

May 3rd - 17th
IAC Training Camp at Ephrata

May 27th - 29th
Ephrata X/C Soaring Camp

June Sth - 11th
Applecup Aercbatic Contest. Praclice days in the box June 4-7,

June 25th (Practice) - July 1st
Region 8 Contest: Sports, 15 Meter, and Open Class

October 1st
Last Scheduled Towpilot. 'Fend for yourself’ and motorgliders
snickered.

November 1st
Clubhouse and all Ephrata operations are closed. All trailers
and RV's must be off the airport.

November $th
SGC Banguet

Help Needed

Ron Ries is requesting some help with towplane maintenance, 1t
is highly desirable to find someone wha is local to the Ephrata

area to help assist.




Towing with Evergreen

Midweek fliers,

I want 1o ask each of you to pass the word about towing be-
hind Evergreen Soaring in 2006.

We obtain our insurance for liability and tow plane through the
554 affiliation program with Costello Insurance. This has been
the lowest cost source of insurance for glider operations. To keep
our insurance in force, there is a requirement that all participants
{tow pilot and towed pilot) be 554 members. We understand that
due to some recent claims, this policy will be strictly enforced in
the furure, that is, a claim will be denied if one or more of the
participants are not 55A members. Also, we cannot tow unregis-
tered gliders (no M-number, Part 103) at this time,

5o please be warned that, if you are not an Evergreen Soaring
club member, or if you do not give us your information ahead of
tirne, you will need to show proof of 55A membership in order
to he towed. We need to strictly enforce this policy o keep our
insurance effective. No proof, no tow,

If you are presently an 584 member, you can show us this
ahead of time by signing up as a Tow Only Member of Evergreen
Soaring. Just respond 1o this email with your 554 number and
renewal date. Just fill put your information at the botton of this
etnail. (Mo charges untl/unless you tow.)

If you are presently an 55A member, you can also opt to be
billed for 554 dues through us, instead of dealing directly with
554, and we will include you on the Evergreen Soaring 55A
renewal list. 1f you do, next November, along with any tow
charges from October, you will automatically receive a bill for the
standard rate of membership (prorated to move vour renewal an-

- niversary to January 31].

AMND, what if you are not an S5A member? There are many
benefits of membership in the 55A besides towing with us, see
www.ssa.0rg for details. One major one is receiving Soaring
Magazine. Contact me (John Gilbert, soaring@blarg net) or Greg
Garwin {ggarwin@tuffmail.com) and we will assist you in getting
joined up before the tow line goes tawt!

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
John Gilbert

X-C Seminar Planned

We are still in the planning stages but it looks like we will
have XC Seminar on the Memorial Day weekend. | am thinking
we should start out on Sunday morning since last year many of
the pilots were still traveling to Ehprata on Saturday. We would
have an open forum round table discussion from 9:00 - 10:30
about the “Real Stuff”

The topics to be covered will be: Weather, Mavigation, When
to Leave, Where to Go, Thermaling, Landing Out, Emergen-
cies. Then, given the condidons of the day, we will plan a short
course with a high probability of success so pilots can go out
and practice.

Wwhe will pair up students and mentors to plan the flight more
specifically and will give priority launch status to those in the
seminar. Pilots can then fly the course as many times as desired
knowing that there will be others put there helping mark the
way and willing to give helpful guidance while on course.

We will have a course syllabus suggested to us by Roy Clark
that is from the $t. Louis Soaring Association Website. Here's
the link to the XC Training Manual: www.stlsoar.org/news.htm.
Their Club Member Willie had provided them with 2 volumes
of a cross country training manwal written by Kai Gersten.
Adobe Acrobat is required to open or read the files,

Also, it was suggested that those wanting to attend the X-C
week-end, get Breaking the Apron Strings by Phil Petmecky,
published by Bob Wander (www.bobwander.com).

Pilots whao have questions or are interested in participating
either as a presenter, menlor, or mentee should contlact me,
Ron Bellamy, at ronbellamy@msn.com.

Check Your Trailer Tires!

Bridgestome's U.5. Unit

Advises Tire Life-Span Limit

By TIMOTHY AEPPEL

Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
November 10, 2005; Page D2

Bridgestone Corp’s I1.5. tire-making unit has broken
ranks with the rest of the 1.5, rubber indusry in
recommending a maximurm life span for passenger and
lighi-truck tires.

In a receni technical bulletin to its dealers, the tire maker
said all tires - including spares -- that are more than 10
vears old should be replaced, regardless of their external
appearance. The company cited the same recommendation
issued in September by the Japan Automotive Tire
Manufacturers Association. Bridgestone is based in Japan.

Many U.3. car makers have pushed ahead with such
recommendations, although their age recommendations
vary and generally are shorter Earlier this year, Ford Motor
Co. started urging consumers to replace tires after six years.
Ford said at the time that its research shows that tires
“degrade over time, even when they are not being used.”

The 1.5, tire industry, however, insists there is no science
to supporl this view. “Cur position all along has been that
in order to establish any maximum service life for tires,
there needs to be some scientific or factual basis behind
it,” said Daniel Zielinski, a spokesman for the Rubber
Manufacturers Association, the tre indusiry's main trade
group.

Mr. Zielinski said it made sense for Bridgestone’s L5,
operations to follow the same recomimendations adopted by
its parent company in Japan.

However, Chris Karbowiak, a spokeswoman for
Bridgestone Firestone North American Tire LLC, based
in Mashville, Tenn., said her company’s slance isn't
inconsistent with the view of the rest of the U.5. industry.
The tire maker's technical bulletin notes that although
the company “is not aware of technical data that support
a specific tire service life,” it believes it {s appropriate 1o
follow the Japanese tire industry’s new recommendation.

Submitrrd by Jore Daly

Having had 3 Mowouts (one was a 12 YO Michelin}
on tratler tires over 10 years ofd, I concur that external
appearance on older tires is no indication of reliability.
SN
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~{Ctip or Copy)
Ephrata Trailer Parking Assignment Form

The annual lottery for trailer parking spaces/glider tiedown spots at Ephrata will be held at the SGC
General Membership meeting on Monday, April 3, 2006. Selections will be processed through a lottery. In
order to qualify for lottery, each interested party/consortium needs to return the form below (post date)
with a check payable to Seattle Glider Council by March 27, 2006. It is advisable to read and understand
THE RULES before entering.

THE RULES

1. In order to be eligible for the trailer/aircraft tiedown position lottery, a payment must be postmarked
by March 27 ,2006. The payment should be sent to the SGC Post Office Box.

2. All eligible names will be drawn one at a time from the “hat” during the April General Membership
Meeting. You must be present at this meeting or have given your selection choice by proxy (i.e., a note
with your payment stating your requested spot or general location).

3. If you are not present or represented by proxy your request will be held until the general lottery is com-
plete. You will then be given the lowest number space not taken.

4. Those who pay after the March 27 deadline may choose a spot after the general lottery - in order of
payment received.

5. When your name is drawn, you will also select the weekend you will be responsible for the clubhouse.
{(Which includes cleaning.) If you are not present, you will be assigned the lowest date not assigned.

6. Those who pay later than the March 27 deadline will be assigned clubhouse duty dates by the chair-
man, beginning with the lowest date.

7. There will be two or more names selected to be responsible for the clubhouse duties for each weekend.

Name:

Sailplane Contest Letters Trailer License #

Contact Person (consortium}

Address

Telephone E-Mail:

Circle one choice:

D One trailer parking space @$140
[ one sailplane tiedown space @$140

Indicate # of pilots for this space/tiedown:

Pilot Fee(s) @%$60

RV Parking (Limited to 12 Spots) @$275 {+ $21.45 tax]

Total Enclosed

Please enclose your check, made out 1o: Seattle Glider Council
Mail to: P.O. Box 7154
Bellevue. WA 98008

Remember, your deadline for this is March 27, 2006. The drawing will be at the
SGC Monthly Membership Meeting, Monday, April 3, 2006. Don’t miss it!
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Sh}pe sparing used to be a standard staple of soaring in
the old days and a good number of pilots got their 5 hour
badge conditions while scraping along the ridges. In my
vounger vears | tried it twice - unsuccessfully each time
because of worsening weather and lowering clouds. Here in
the Northwest there is of course the wonderful Wenatchee
ridge, Bergseth has its own convenient house ridge and
years ago Ebey Hill was the reliable back drop for the now
forgotten Canaday airfield. Arlington soaring pilots use
thermal slope soaring - sun and wind combining to provide
somewhat regular lift - quite frequently but it does require
some searching around and ¢an be quite turbulent. The joy
of pure slope soaring, i. e based solely on wind -, is the use
of large predictable lift areas that free the pilot from con-
stant worry about the next source of lift. Whether that leads
vou to enjoy the serenity of floating high up in perfectly
smooth air at the edge of stall while seemingly frozen in
space or screaming along the ridgeline for the thrill of it, it
used to be unavailable for all practical purposes to Arlington
pilots. The reason is that suitable ridges like Ebey Hill or
Jordan Ridge don't provide enough altitude to glide back 1o
Arlington against the necessary westerly winds.

There were a few pilot reports from earlier years about
ridge or wave flying in the area between Mount Pilchuck
and Dimey Mountain and some 3 years ago Ron Clark in
his 1.5-1 decided to investigate the slope soaring potential
of Mount Pilchuck. This prominent landmark lies 17 miles

B

Southeast of Arlinglon airport, Tt sticks onr 1o the West of the
Cascades and is a popular hiking/ climbing destination with
a picture-perfect lookout at the top. It forms an irregular ridge
facing to the Southwest, At 5340 ft it is not one of the higher
peaks around but as it rises out of the flar lands it is still a very
impressive mountain. For the more enterprising Arlington pilots
it is quite often a stepping stone for getting further into the
mountains [thermal [lying of course), Actually, the 2005 Ar-
linglon soaring season started this year on Jan. 1 with Brad Hill
(flying his Apis) spent more than an hour thermalling around
Mount Pilchuek, But back to Ran Clark on that clear winter day
when a stiff southwesterly wind made us zip our parkas over
our noses. Ron took a long high tow owards the South side of
Mount Pilchuck and was gone for 2.5 hours before he came back
- samewhar chilled out but full of enthusiasm about finding
workable lift and getting up 1o 5600 [t. He also confirmed that
with a reasonable sailplane it took just barely over 3000 ft to get
back as there was no head wind component. After that Ron, Brad
and Chuck Anderson went out a few more rimes to explore the
ridge lift potential of Mount Pilchuck as well as some potential
wave lift areas further North., The conclusion so far has been
that wave lift in the area downwind of Mount Pilchuck is elusive
and irregular at best, but ridge lift upwind of Mount Pilchuck is
very predictable in southwesterly winds.

S0 when Paul Adriance — our weather guru - predicted a
weather window for Friday 14 with strong Southerly winds and a
high ceiling it seemed a perfect opporiunity to give slope soar-



I had the Volkslogger installed
and watched my ground speed go
down as low as 4 kts as I hung
there — it is not too often that
climb rate and ground speed are
the same!

ing Mount Pilchuck another try. Paul (in his Libelle) and myself
{in the Chinook} were double-towed by Phil Andersen (our ever
helpful tow pilot) to the Scuth side of the mountain. It had been
dead calm on the ground but as we got higher our ground speed
dropped more and more, indications of the strong wind aloeft.
We released at about 5000 ft and headed for the mountain face
and hit solid 4 kis up. We floated up serencly, pointing almost
into the wind. [ had the Volkslogger installed and watched my
ground speed go down as low as 4 kts as 1 hung there — it is not
too often that climb rate and ground speed are the same! For the
next two hours Paul and 1 cruised up and down the ridge from
Mount Pilchuck to the East at up to 7700 {1, Spada Lake glistened
in the sun below us and the Cascades up to Glacier Peak showed
off in unusual clarity while the sky to the Southwest showed
the signs of the next approaching disturbance. When we saw
lowering clouds and rain showers drift in we decided to return.
We had to penetrate some rurhulence and virga en the way back
but were safely back on the ground before noon, again in.dead
calm conditions. Altogether this was a very interesting day and i
created a lot of interest

It took exactly 11 days for the next epportunity to arrive and
this time there were several more pilots trusting Paul’s weather
forecast. Besides Paul and myself there were Brad (Apis), Myles
(Astir) and Ernest and Dan (putting their faith in the Blanik). We
had to wail several hours for the fog and an intermediate cloud
layer to dissipate but then the towing started with Pierre and
Chuck doing the honors. Everything seemed to be a repeat of last
Fridays flying - reliable lift on the South side of the mountains
with ground speeds of less than 10 kts. All 5 sailplanes mowved
slowly up and down the face of the mountain while steadily
climbing higher. It was not clear whether this involved wave
lift; it would mean that the low lying upwind hills are enough
to provide the necessary resonance. Anywayl, Paul made it to
L0000 ft and then tried to penetrate to the Mount Stickney area;
however he could not find any other lift areas and had to come
back. A cap cloud started te develop over Mount Pilchuck which
grew progressively bigger and higher. Out to the South and West
an approaching disturbance made itself known with increasing
haziness and low lying clouds. Eventually a lenmie shaped cloud
began to form above and almost around us and we decided to re-
treat to Arlington. There were a lot of rotor shaped lower clouds
on the way, with considerable up and down areas but nothing
to indicate wave, Fortunately the wind speed decreased with
altitude and we landed in about 10 kts headwind. After purting
the gliders away we headed to the next pizza place, just in time
before the rain hit. It did not dampen our spirits, we were still cn
a hagh!

)




Ouer the years at Arlington and other Western Wash-
ington locations, a few hardy souls have continued the
tradition of cross-country soaring in this area following
the demise of Issaquah - or so I've been told by those
whose experience harkens to that era. With statistically
fewer weekend soaring days than Eastern locations, but
i love of Western Washingron conditions and scenery,
these pilots turned to weekday operations for compensa-
tion. Until recently, these operations were last minute
organizations based on observed wearher - usually
looking out the window and thinking, "we should be
soaring!” - or a guess based on the witness of a pass-
ing front and the promise of sun/figh pressure the next
day. Fortunately, this pattern of last minute, and often
haphazard, organization may finally have changed due
to a new understanding of the local implementation of
Penn State’s Mesoscale Model 5 (MMS5 hereafter) fore-
cast system run by the UW Atrmospheric Sciences Dept.
and the Northwest Modeling Consortinm.

Utilizing this model, | would venture that our success
rite was about 95% in the 35 midweek operations at
AWQ this year to date {only 2 aperations come to mind
that were scheduled and everyone showed up only to
be cancelled due to non-soarable weather), Not per-
fect, but considering the specific conditions conducive
to soaring and planning that can often start several
days in advance, very acceptable, This success luas not
been limited to predicting thermal strength, trigger
temmperatures, ete, bt also encompasses ridge & weave
conditions. Though useful for soaring throughout the
Northwest region, these models have proved especially
Beneficial on the West side of the Cascades. Often, a
light, post-frontal, marine inversion or other motsture
related phenomenon can create low ceilings that dissi-
pate late-moming or early in the afternoon and deceive
8

a pilot inte thinking the conditions will not be soarable. Our
reliance on the model s been sorely tested sitting under
glider wings in pouring rain and overcast conditions, only
to be vindicated with good West side cloud bases of 6k a few
hours later. A special case in point is our last ridge/wave
operation on 10/25/2005; Scheduled 3 days in advance, We
ended up huddled next to 5 gridded gliders under solid 2k
overcast for 3 hours before launching after noon into strong
lift and flights to 10k that lasted several hours...In late Octo-
ber out of Arlington, that’s nothing to complain about, even
if the iming was off by a few hours.

After writing a brief article for the Evergreen Club's news-
letter on how our growing “midweeker” group is using the
NWS(National Weather Service) forecast discussions, there
have been many requests for more details on what and
where the information is that we are using. After some suc-
cessful ridge/wave operations in the span of 1 and _ weeks
in October, Max Karst and Heinz Gehlhaar also approached
us about an article for Towline & Yowstring. Given our suc-
cesses and current understanding of the model data, this
article will review and expand on the Forecast Discussion
article to include our most commonly used forecast products
and their use.

A brief word of warning: The following information is
from amateur meteorologists and based on just one or 2
vears of mind numbing web-surfing and daily comparisons
of observed weather conditions with model outputs. No
professional or informal training other than private pilot
weather requirements (an assumption also made of the
reader) and books from the Ubrary/web-based material were
involved. Please do not use this for flight planning purposes;
it's intended to supplement local soaring weather forecasting
only. Also, ! only mention typical aviation weather products
in passing, as it is understood the reader is already familiar
with their nse.



SD, just how do we determine if we can
soar in any fashion on a particular day?
In my opinion, the basics revolve around
temperature, moisture, overall stability of
the airmass [and not just for the boundry
layer), what the wind and pressure gradi-
ents are, and how this all will change over
time, Using the MM5 forecast products,
we can easily determine resulting condi-
tions like cloud cover at different altitudes,
marine influences, wind sheer, etc. - and
all in at-a-glance graphics. The UW isn't
the only university to run the MMS5 in its
numerous forms, either. In fact, many other
forecast consartinms do run NCEP{National
Center for Environmental Protection] /NWS/
MOAA[Mational Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration) sponsored models that geo-
graphically overlap these preducts and they
aren’t all just MMS5 based. Howsver, my
experience indicates the UW's implementa-
tion provides the easiest access, highest
reselution, output for local areas in periods
out to 72 hours. After all, a few forecasted
soundings 5 days out for Neah Bay is great
for long-term, low resolution, products af-
fecting the hemisphere or continent, bul we
are glider pilots and need high resolution,
shorter lerm, accuracy. LE: Soundings in
several places from Seattle to Bellingham
every few hours.

However, befare we start into specii-
1cs from the model graphics, we can save
ourselves a lot of time by letting the experts
work for us. There's no reasen to waste our
time pouring over weather graphics if the
airmass doesn’t have any of the properties
we want to begin with. As | finish writing
this article tonight, the NWS has an active
air stagnation warning for Puget Sound,
likely indicating there will be no secaring
af amy sort for al leas! the time period of
the alertl. This example of information on
general trends is one of many documented
in the local NWS Forecast iscussion article
— and why it’s often the first thing I check.

A web link t¢ this article can be found at:
http://fwww.atmos. washington.edu/data/,
This veritable clearinghouse of weather
information contains everything from local
satellite imagery to ocean buoy data and
should appear like Figure 1. The regional
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Forecast Discussion is accessed either by
clicking the link on the above mentioned

page or accessing it directly from http://
werw atmos. washington. edu/data/ disc_re-
port.html. See Figure 2 for an example of
what you should expect.
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This product is updated roughly 3 Fisere2

times a day, oocourming twice shortly after
the GFS/ETA MMS [orecast model runs
start and other times based on ohserved
conditions. The approximate Limes vary,
bt wsually it's about 090 & 2100, wilh
an early afternoon update. It also incledes
information that isn't necessarily inferable
from the data output the local computer
maedels provide. The past history the fore-
caster has experienced and information
from other forecast center's model data
and meteorologists also seem {0 affect
what goes into it. They recently added

an aviation section to the bottom that is
somewhere in between an aviation area
forecast and TAF

Creerall, the discussion is broken into
several segments, the current conditions,
short-term forecast, long-term lorecast,
and the aforementioned aviation sec-
tion. These are written in meteorological
shorthand of sorts and can be difficult to
decipher, but there is help! The following
is a tlink to a glossary page for most, if not
all, the included terms. http://www.crh,
noaa. gov/riw/lorecast/ AFD_glossary htm

For the initial review, good things to
read here include “building high pressure”
“dry trof” “scattered clouds™ “cu” "low
aloft™ "upper low”, “convection” “isolated
showers”, “incoming front”, “instability, "
and other obvious words already famil-
iar to the sparing pilor. Basically, we're
looking at indications high pressure is
building following frontal activity, incom-
ing instability and pressure variations, or
incoming frontal activity that may indicate
reliable winds.

Cur most reliable convective soaring
trends have this pattern of a low pres-
sure system or cold front that has moved
threugh the area, scouring out the airmass.
and leaving instability in it's wake as
pressure rebuilds. Warm fronts, though
still indicators of possible future soaring
weather, leave a much shorler window
of instability following their passage and
shift 1o higher pressure. Frontal activ-
ity in general is not diurnal and driven
by macro scale atmospheric patterns so
opceasionally the best time for convective

soaring occurs between dusk and dawn,
leaving us with a [airly stable atmosphere
by the time the sun rises the next day. Also,
despite it’s reliability, frontal activity in any
form is generally NOT the sign of our most
desirable thermal soaring conditions. A few
years of observation lead me to believe the
best thermal soaring conditions in Western
Washington actually oceur after a weaker,
relatively dry, and cold low pressure system
aloft moves over the Cascades from the
East bounded by higher pressure to the
West, This destabilizes the airmass above
the lowland boundary layer, creating our
days of 10k-15k cloud bases over the foot-
hills and mountains. Unfortanately, the in-
stability usually does not extend out to the
lowlands, so a lang tow is often required.

Great wave and ridge soaring trends can
alse be tracked by fronis, but nsually they
oceur prior to the passing of a front. More
on the specifics of this later, for now a
general rule of thumb is pre-frontal means
search for ridge/wave trends in the forecast
graphics, post-frontal means search for con-
vective soaring trends in forecast graphics.
Unforlunately our fronts are so moist and
move so quickly it's usually too dangerous
o try actually sparing the frontal bound-
ary as it passes through, the lifted air often
tends to be surrounded in all directions by
signilicant condensed moisture.

The aviation section at the end is a good
way to verify conclusions based off the
model products and contains many terms
that should be familiar ta the prepared
pilot. However, due to its short-term nature
of approximately 12 hours, the verification
is more useful for a final go-ahead decision
the night before or morning of an opera-
tion. Supplementing this section with the
official aviation area forecast and TAFs for
major nearby airfields will increase overall
confidence in the decision.

Like all of the following resources, the
best way to use this is to “use it” frequent-
ly. Start looking at it daily; compare it to
the observed conditions you see. This gives
us a quick way to identify future days that
are candidates for a closer look. Often, con-
ditions have significant differences from 5e-
attle to Marysville, and from Marysville to
Skagit County. Sometimes even these slight
differences can be noted in this discussion,
but not usually. Te further our confidence
in a future soaring day, we now turn to
graphical output from the MM5 maodel.

The starting point for MMS products is
found at the following URL - | highly rec-
ommend book marking this: hop://www,
atmos. washingion.edu/mmbrt/. (See Figure
3) At vour leisure, yvou can browse through
information on the models, initial condition
sources, or even Google stranger terms you
might encounter. But for now, lel’s take a
cleser look at 2 of the 4 products offered on
this page: The MM3-GFS [Global Forecast
Systern) and the MM35-ETA (Eta, the greek
letter chosen to represent a mathematical
height coordinate system.} After you finish
reading through this article, you may want
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