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Northwest Socaring Resources

Soaring Society of America
P(O). BoxE
Hobbs, New Mexico 88241
505-392-1177
WWW.S52.008

S5A Region 3 Director
Steve Northeraft  425-235-0231

Idaho S5A Governor
Tom Dhixon 208-376-6718

Montana SSA Governor
Steve Ard 406-388-0RET

Oregon S5A Governor
Stew Tittle 503-746-7032

Washinglon SS5A Govermor
Norman Ellison  425-747-7879
State Record Keeper - PositionVacant

Weather Information
NWS Spokane S09-353-2367
NWS Seanle 206-526-6087
FAA Weather 800-992-7433

Hotling (9900}  206-464-2000
Highway Report  204-368-4499

Cover Photo:

A speciacular contest finish at the 1993
World Gliding Championshipy in
Borfange, Sweden. Photo by Chuck
O'Mahony, official photoprapher and
reporter for Soaring, in support of the
U8 Nationaf Soaring Team.

Seattle Glider Council
PO} Box 7184
Bellevue, WA 98008-1184

Officers and Board of Directors
Chairman
Fon Ferguson 425-453-5030
Yice-Chairman
John Daly 206-780-3432
Treasurer
Jim Simmons 4257424722
Secretary
Norman Ellison 425-747-7879
Directors
John Gilbert 206-283-4638
Dale Hacker 425-883-4460
Steve Northeraft  425-235-0231
Tom Udd 253-630-1681

S5GC Homepage
www.seattleglidercouncil org
Webmaster: Vince Miller
253-863-6960
sgarthead ®@aol.com

SGC Clubhouse
Ephrata Municipal Airport
30 Airport St NE, Building 625
Ephrata W4 98823
5009-754-3852

General membership meetings are
held the first non-holiday Monday of
each month, except in June, July.
August and November, Meetings are
normally held ar the Scattle Muscum
of Flight, Boeing Ficld 9404 E.
Marginal Way 5., Seattle, WA

Region B Clubs/Associations
Boeing Employees SoaringClub
Newsline  200-3106-4149
Eric Troili  425-2094-2158
Cascade Soaring
Arnie Clarke 509-884-7494
www.nwiniernet.com/~-blanikam/css
Coluambia Bagin Soaring Assoc.
Town Searn 509-627--5532
Evergreen Soaring
Newsline 206-772-3002
Harold Broomell 206-772-2112
WWW.CVCIEIECTIS0ANNE.OTg
Puget Sound Searing Assoc.
Stefan Perrin 253-927-9183
Euystelbn @usd.net
www. pugetsoundsoaring org
Spokane Soaring Society
Dean Forney  509-928-0455
Vancouver Soaring Association
Hans Baeggli 604-434-2125
http:/fsd69.be.cad-vsoaringfvsahim
Silverstar Soaring Association
Hans Kruiswyk  250-763-1788

Willamette Valley Soaring Club
(Portland, OR) 503-647-0913
WWW. WVSC.0rE

Commercial Glider Operations
Alpha Soaring Adventures
David Piper 360-435-5700
www.alphasoaring.com
Blanik America, Inc.
Vitek Siroky 509-884-3305
Cascade Soaring
McMinnville, OR %7128

Joe Deem 503-472-8805
. Lewiston, ID (Towplane
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Towline is published monthly.

Towline material is published for
the enjoyment of soaring enthu-
siasts and is freely contributed.
The accuracy of the information
and the opinions expressed are
the responsibility of the contribu-
tor. The editor reserves the right
to modify material to meet space
restrictions.  Permission is
granted to reproduce material
printed herein as long as proper
credit is given to the author and
the publication.

Contribution of articles, photos,
artwork and letter to the editor
are encouraged. The editor pre-
fers to receive text contributions
via e-mail in common formats,
Mailed PC format disks are also
acceptable. Other contributions
should be typed or legibly writ-
ten. Scanning capabilities for
photos and artwork are currently
limited to 832 x 14 inches.

Oe Jace

by Ron Ferguson, Chairman, SGC 2000

date

Ephrata Soaring Clubhouse

Take a gander at the soaring thermal on page 6! As of 28 January, we’ve
collected $69,515 wwards the Ephrata Clubhouse. To me, that’s a real
indication the membership is behind this effort to create a soaring facility at
Ephrata where the whole family can be comfortable, where pilots can plan
and prepare for exciting soaring adventures, and a superb place to relax at
the end of a hard day’s flying.

We aren’t there yet, though, as current estimates indicate we’ll need at
least another $30,000 before the project is complete. As you can see, we've
only received 67 donations, so from a membership of 200+ soaring enthusi-
asts, my calculator shows this to be considerably less than half of our mem-
bership. In the hopes thal we can rectify this, another donation letter will
already be in your hands by the time you read this. We've heard from quite
a few people that “I"ve already made my decigion to send in my donation,
but it's still sitting on my desk and I just haven’t gotten around te it”. Now
that the time has come for the rubber to meet the road, we really need you to
get that check in the mail today!

John Daly has agreed to take on the tagk of overall Project Manager for
the actual clubhouse construction. In the next couple of weeks, John will
be building 2 staff of SGC members who will shoulder responsibility for
varioius aspects of the construction, including engineering drawing and build-
ing permits, site preparation and foundations. construction of the pilot lounge
by SGC volunteer labor, and contracting for the building of the kitchen/bath
and bunk sections.

Sports/World Class Nationals Update

On page 7, you'll find a complete update on the current status of the
Sports and World Clags Nationals. One interesting aspect that isn’t men-
tioned there, though, is the lack of lecal Region 8 pilots in signing up to fly.
My assumption is, everyone thinks they can sign up several menths from
now ... nothing will be further from the ruth! Sign up now., or you're likely
not to get in this contest. I predict it’s going to fill w capacity.

Seattle Glider Council 2000 Rate Structure

SGC one-year membership renewal (January-December) TUS325
(3GC Membership is required for all tows behind an SGC towplane.)

SGC Family Membership {(for 14 and older) USEL0 each
Towline-only Subscription US315
Canadian Postage (add) USH 5

Tows (at Ephrata):
$20.00 for first 1500° (minimum fee)
$.70 per 100 feet above 1500/
Tows (any airport other than Ephrata):
$22.00 for first 1500°
$.80 per 100 feet above 15007

Aero retrieve or
glider ferry:
$70/ tach hour

Ephrata Pilot Use Fee: $60 for the season, or $10 per week (Sat-Fri)

{Notes: maximum limit if pilot fee paid by the week is $90; SGC membership
provides fir one “free’ week of pilot fee at Ephrata)

Trailer parking: $120 for the season, or $15 per week (Sat-Fri)

RY parking: $225 for the season (+ $17.55 tax), or $35 per week
{Sat-Fri)

Towline, February, 2000
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A Usigue Wave Doy lsn Ricllasd

by Eric Greenwell

0 ur normal wave winds come from the southwest on s usually close enough and high enough that the enging
the ground, slowly veering towards the west at higher  can be shut down to glide the rest of the way to contact
altitudes. Rattlesnake Mountain generates ourclosest wave,  the lift about 4000°. January 8 was not like this!
with the usual entry point about 10 NM northwest of the Once in the air, Rudy Allemann and 1 realized the
airport. After launching. a crosswind climb to about 4500"  lennies that enticed us o assemble seemed much farther
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away than usual, and that our ground speed was pa-

thetic. We gave up the 30 knot optimum climb
fora 73 knot cruise, but stll managed only a 33
knot ground speed. That would get us Lo the
lennies i about an hour.

Dismayed, we shut down the engines,
noodled around in the lee of Rartlesnake for about
a hall hour before finally contacting lift. The
strangest part of this was the need to fly parallel
ta the mountain to maintain position. The wind
above 40007 was from the northwest instead of
the southwest. We had little idea where the lift
should he, but finally blundered into it

Pressing northward after getling to 16,0007,
Rudy headed for Mattawa, getting a climb back
to 16000 over the river on the way. [ missed
that Lift, so at 13,0007 T went for what looked a
like a large cumulus over Royal City, but oddly
fractured around the edges like a roll cloud. A
similar cloud lay east of 1t near Othello,

The Bift there was slow at first when 1 ar-
rived at 75007, but it hit 6 knots as [ passed
through 90007, and finally exceeded 11 knots at
3,000 betore diminishing 4 knots at 173007,
leftit. headed directly upwind hoping o find more
crests, Shortly [ realized T was pointed directly
at Mission Ridge, the likely progenitor of my
wave. Notall mine. of course, as Iim Leedy and
Glen Retboldt had joined me with Tim's Taifun
17. T could see the propeller spinning. so [ knew
they were warmer than [ was!

The next crest was only 6 NM away, where

Tuweline February, 2000



Wave lapse rate
Jan. &, 2000

Frpt HSL

The map with the flight track was
generated by importing the flight log
of my Cambridge Model 20 Flight Re-
corder into Street Atlas. The barogram
is a printout of the flight log’s altitude
readings by Cambridge’s software.
The lapse rate charl was produced
from temperature readings I took dur-
ing the flight and entered into a spread-
sheet for charting. It shows an inver-
sion at 9,000°, which is also where
the lift became strong. Also from the
flight log, I could measure the winds,

which were 57 knots at 17,000°!

About TThe Author

ik Jan du Fratine alilude

[BA) Warteal Wiew

Eric Greenwell has flown sail-
planes since 1975, acquiring three
Diamonds ina Ka-6E (the “E" did not
mean “engine” back then!). Since
then, Erc has owned a Standard Cir-
rus, Libelle H301, and ASW 20C,
putting about 3000 hours on them.
Currently he owns a Schleicher ASH
26 E powered sailplane that he's
flown 900 hours. His contest num-
ber 15 well known - 6A.

Eric has been an SSA member the
entire time, and an S5 A Director dur-
ing several of the years. Until 1998,
he instructed in the local gliding clob
in the Tri-Cities area.

Most of Eric’s soaring time is rec-
reational flying in Washingto, Oregon,
and Idaho, but he usually attend one
contest and a soaring camp each year,

I took 4 knots back to 17,5007 [ was startled to hear
jet engines and circled quickly before locating the source:
an airliner about 2 miles to the north and a few thousand
feet higher, apparently climbing out of Seattle! Relieved it
was above 18,0007 but still disturbed it was close enough
to hear, 1 continued towards a low cloud near George.

Two miles SW of George, a few knots of lift took me
back to 17,5007, but not before another airliner appeared
to the north, even closer, and obviously less than 20,0007,
going west and descending. I didn’t hear this one, so I'm
guessing it was throttled back for a descent into Seattle. I
was plad I was staying below 18,0007!

It was late, so 1 turned south, pushing my 1AS up to
100 knots. My GPS showed a ground speed of 187 knots,
the highest I"ve ever seen, as 1 literally blew towards
Richland. The landing was in the same southwest winds
we took off in.

Tureline, February, 2000

" plus the pccasional state record and
badge attempt. Since he retired in 1997, he has ex-
panded his flying area to as far as the Seniors Contest in
Florida, the Allegheny Ridges in Penmsylvamia, and the
Badlands of North Dakaota

Eric 15 one of Towline's most prolific contributing
editors, always willing to write about his soaring ex-
ploits as he criss-crosses the U.8. with his wife and
crew-chief, Jan. For the past several years, Eric and
Jan have been on virtual year-round soaring safan, last
year completely circumnagivating the U.S. in their
motorhome, with 6A in tow.

The SGC and Region B is lucky to have a pilot and
soaring innovator of Eric’s caliber in our midst, and Tow-
line readers are even more lucky to have a writer of his
ability who will take the time and effort to write for us
each month. Thanks, Eric!
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SGC Soaring
Foundation News

Please Send In Your [Jonation
Today! As cur Clubhouse
Donation Thermal at left indicates,
we are well on our way to
achieving our financial goal for the
Ephrata Clubhouse Project.

The total donation amount
received  to date, including
interest earned on the account, is
$69,515. While this puts us clearly
within the range of success, we
aren’t over the lop yel, and we
still need quite a few more
donations before we can complete
the project. Current estimates are
that $100,000 will be needed in
order to complete Phase 1
construction, which consists of the
pilot lounge, kitchen and bath
secltiens, and the initial
bunkrooms.

The Ephrata Chamber of
Commerce  Supporlts our
Clubhouse Project! Word was
received via letter in early January
that the Ephrata Chamber of
Commerce has pledged $1,000 for
the clubhouse project. This was
in recognition of the ecconomic
benefits that our soaring operation
brings to Ephrata and the
Columbia Basin. QOur thanks to
the community of Ephrata for this
generous donation,

Non-cash Donations Work
Too! Two very beneficial
donations, in the form of kitchen
applicances have been received.
One is a large (almost commercial
sizet) refrigerator from Dennis &
Sharon Vreeken of Vancouver,
B.C., who own an appliance store
in North Vancouver. The other
donation is a commercial size
microwave oven from Norm and
Jeanette Dalke of Secattle.

Again, please send in yvour
Ephrata Clubhouse l-’rﬁjeut
donation today. We really want
to have the clubhouse in operation
for the 2000 scason, so we need
to gel slarted now!

Ephrata Clubhouse Donors
from 12,/1/99 to 1/28/2000

Lennie Pin Supporter

Three-Diamond Supporter

Redwood Instruments

Two-Diamond Supporter

Max Karst
Chris & Nan Klix

One Diamond Supporter

Blanik America
Lennart Edvinson
Eric & Jan Greenwell
Chris Gunther
Daniel & Elizabeth Parks
John Powers
Frank Woodward

Gold C Supporter

Fred Hermanspann
Craig & Troy Kramer
Wayne Woodmansee

Jim & Felicia Yates

Silver C Supporter

Mike Culver
John & Nancy Gilbert
Eric Johnson
James Morgan
Robert L. Moore
Fobert Rackl
EKeith Turnet
Elmer Udd
Tom Udd
Dale Walker

The total number of donors
to date 15 67

The total donation amount,
as of 28 January, 2000,

ncluding interest earned, is

$69,515

Torodirnee, February, 2000




Update on the 2000
Sports Class and World Class

U.S. National Soaring Championships

Plans are proceeding for the Seattle Glider Council to
hast the 2000 Sports and World Class 1L.5. National Scar-
ing Championships at Ephrata.

The contest dates are:

Practice:
Competition:

2-3 July
4-13 July

The SSA Online Pilot Registration system is now up
on the 55A web site, and that’s proving to be a very suc-
cessful way for submission of registrations. Total entries
for both classes now sits at 22, and it isn’t expected that
the primary pilot registration rush has even begun yet. |
project that we're going to have a full contest, possibly
even requiring the priority entry system, so anyone who
doesn’t have a high competition seeding number and
who wants to fly, should get their registration appli-
cation in today! If you aren’t online, give me a call at 1-
425-455-3589 (days), or 1-425-453-8030 (evenings) and
I'll get a printed form out to you by mail.

Contest Promotion

We will be promoting this competition very heavily,
starting with a nationwide mailing to all entrants of both
classes in Nationals during the past three years, A booth
to specifically promote the contest has been arranged at
the 55A National Convention in Albuquergue. An exten-
sive write-up on the contest has been placed on the World
Class Soaring Association web site (www.wesa.org). In
other words, we aren’t going to sit back and wait for pilot
registrations to come in, but rather, make a concerted of-
fort to solicit every possible pilot throughout the U.S. whoe
might want to fly in this competition.

Who's Flying

In addition to U.S. entrants, we will welcome interna-
tional pilots who wish to fly as guests. Baer Selen, 2-
Time World Soaring Champion from The Netherlands has
agreed to visit us again this year and to fly an L5-6b. An
early regisstrant was Tom Beltz, who placed 2nd in last
year's Sports Class Nationals, and it's obvioius that Tom
is fully expecting to win this contest. Another registra-
tion that was recently received as from a U.S. resident
who was formerly 2-time Polish Junior Champion and
was on the Polish Team to fly in the German Club Class
Nationals (their equivalent to our Sports Class). Keith
Willis of Australia, holder of two World Class World
Records, is working to get sponsorship from his
government’s sporting organization, and will tly in the
World Class.

Most importantly, though, both of these classes are
designed for a pilot flying for the first-time in a National

Tuwine, February, 2000
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Championship. So if you have a good amount of cross-
country flying experience, and have flown in at least a
Regional Championship, don’t hesitate to enter this com-
petition. One of the really nice aspects of the Sports Class
is the ability to team fly. If you and your partner want to
share the flying/fcrewing duties, or if you simply don’t
feel that you're up to a full 10 days of flying, sharing it
with another pilot is a great way te go.

Staffing

The contest staff is filling out nicely, with offers to
work at Ephrata coming in almost daily. Most of the staff
that we’ve built up over the past several years has once
again volunteered (well, OK, there was some arm-twist-
ing) to work this contest. Taking at least two weeks off
from full-time work, though, is a lot to ask, so we still
need quite a few more volunteers to fill in the gaps. We
still need several sharp eyes to help out at the start gate
and window (yes, Sports and World Class are still using
the traditional start gate, not GPS for starts). We now
have two Boy Scout Troops that have volunteered for
Operations Line duty, but we'll still need several additional
adults each day, to handle the intricacies of gridding man-
agement, sailplane weighing, and launch and landing con-
ol. We're going to need several computer “techies” to
help with GPS data logger downloading, and of course,
film processing (Sports Class allows GPS for TP identifi-
cation, but there will still be some pilots who will use
cameras for turnpoints). We're shooling lor upwards of
a dozen towplanes, and that’ll take a lot of towpilots!

There are at least a dozen jobs that we haven't even
scratched the surface on yet, but will be identified as the
contest management crew continues to define the opera-
tion. If you can help out, please drop an e-mail to me, at
ronf @ mainstar.com, or give me a call at 425-455-3589
{days), or 425-453-803- (evenings).

So, if all this sounds like fun, make vour decision carly
it you're going to fly, and get your pilot registration {com-
plete with your deposit of 5150 by check) sent in now. If
you think you can help out on the ground, let us know
that now too, so that we can begin to develop the staffing
matrix. See you there!

Ron Ferguson - Contest Manager
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Pacific Northwest Soaring Scene

Willamette Valley Soaring

The Willamette Valley Soaring Club has had some
terrific flying at their Hood River operation this fall and
winter season. Crary Boggs got to 13K in November,
and on December 18, two of us got to 16K with O, the
rest stopping at 12.5K . We have been flying at Hood
River most weekends, with only a few days closed down
because of weather. The ridge has been very good on
many gccaslons.

On January 2, the weather was a little marginal, with
snow showers moving through every hour or so, but
between the showers we flew and it was one of the most
beautiful flights ['ve ever had. There was snow on the
top 300" of the ridge, very white and fresh, When the
sun came out it Iit up so bright it was incredible! There
was a guy walking his dog near his home on top of the
ridge and he waved at us every time we went by. Tt was
only my passenget’s second flight and she was amazed
at how beautiful it was to fly across the treetops covered
in snow.

We are planning to continue our operation in Hood
River year round and are looking forward to seeing more
of our Region § buddies joining vs in the future. Come
on down, the views are impressive! So is the lift,

(rary Boggs
(Editor: For a very interesting article on the ups and
downs -- read that as a great wave flight -- followed by
a very dicey outlanding by WVSA pilot fan Henehan ar
Hood River, see the facing page.)

Evergreen Soaring Club

After having suffered a freak tlying accident, our
Bilanik L-13 has been repaired and is now back in service.
The L-13 is our club’s primary training ship for new club
students, and it's great to have it back in the fleet. Some
of us “old timers™ enjoy flying it too!

Speaking of new students and other new members
— 1999 was a very good year for our club from that
aspect. We picked up 15+ new members throughout the
year, and they have kept our CFIGs and aircraft very
busy. We hope that 2000 will be just as good.

We are all waiting with great anticipation for the spring
and summer flying weather to return and look forward to
flying in Wenatchee and Ephrata again this vear.

Craig Kramer

reparted fry Ron Ferguson

What’s Soaring In Idaho

It’s January 10, 2000 and so far T have not been hit
by the Millennium Bug. 1did get the flu over the holidays
and I had the 1lu shot wo.

There hasn’t been any soaring here since early
October and doesn’t look like much in the future. The
temperature outside is 32° and a real wet snow is coming
down. Winds of about about 10 mph are blowing down
from the Seattle way.

In December, a bunch of us did ger together for the
annual Glider Pilot’s winter party, held this year at our
home. Lots of people, food and just good visiting.

At the party, the two Idaho trophies were awarded:

= the Louis Stur Trophy went to Bob Gladics, Stuart
Larimore, George Allen, Tom Dixon, and Frank
Kruesi for their flight from Sun Valley to McCall and
back, (pilots listed in order of completion).

» the Region 8 Bill Nicolai Trophy (or more aceurately
— the Idaho Region 8 Bill Nicolai Trophy — went to
Stuart Larimore.

The dates for the 2000 Sun Valley Regatta have
been set — two weeks, from July 29 to August 13.
Additionally, the task for the Louis Stur Trophy is a flight
from Sun Valley to Sula, MT ... and retum, of course.

Prospects for the coming soaring year are maybe two
new pilots in our area, and Bill Corbin is selling his 1-26
and looking for something plastic.

fom Dixon
Idaho 8SA Govenor

Puget Sound Soaring Association (PSSA)

Members of PSSA do fly in the winter months (usually
Arizong), but December™s weather just didn’t allow
normal operations at Bergseth Field in Enumiclaw.

However, flying operations are scheduled on
Thursdays and weekends throughout the winter and we
will fly with any break in the weather.

PSSA has a new Board of Officers for the vear 2000:

President: Wayne Ginther
Vice President:  Reocky Easter
Treasurer: Robert Rackl
Secretary: Kerry Ryan
Training: George Mollison
Operations: Derek Rumshy
Maintenance:  Dong Hornal

Pacific Northwest Soaring Scene provides monthly news about as many soaring sites in Region & as
possible. We would like fo have one reguiarly-assigned contributor from each soaring operation and
club who will write a 200-500 word update on aclivities each month. If you wish fo confribute, please
contact Ron Ferguson, at 425-455-3589 (daytime), 425-453-8030 (evenings), or ronf@mainsiar.com.
E-mail submissions are preferred, and the deadline for each month is the 10th of the previous month.
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This is a great bunch of soaring pilots who love to fly
and dedicate their time so others may enjoy the sport.

One of our members who is a well known soaring
pilat, tow pilot and instructor recently went in the hospital
for some winter refurbishment. We are happy to report
that the operation was a success and Robert Payne is
recuperating at home. Robert has dedicated a great amount
of his time to the advancement of soaring in the northwest.
He has provided many of us with the opportunity to sear
by his instruction and flying knowledge that is
unsurpassed with wisdom from a lifetime of flying. Robert
does all this with no expected award, but when you meet
him, you know that he truly enjoys providing the means

for others to learn to fly and experience the sport of
soaring. We know that he will be soaring once again
with the hawks en the Bergseth ridge when spring arrives.
There are two social events of the year for PSSA
members and their guests, with one being the Summer
Picnic, and the other a Winter Party/Potluck. This winter
social will be at Roeky Easter®s home, on Janoary 15¢h,
at 7:00PM. If the script follows the potlucks of past,
you may expect fantastic food, great fellowship and
friendship, and soaring stories that have grown to
astounding proportions over the idle winter months. May
1 wish you the safest and greatest sparing ever in this
new year 2000.
Wayne Ginther
PSSA President

WAVE AND LANDOUT AT HOOD RIVER

{Reprinted from Soaring Tales, the newsletter of the

Willamette Valley Soaring Club)

I launched at about 1:30. The tow was pretty rough
all the way to the ridge. As we climbed 1o 2,400° AGL, 1
noticed that the vario was going off the scale, so I re-
leased. The ridge was working very well, with lift of 3-
5 kts. I kept an eye on George and Gary as they made
their way west and south towards the airport. Lift over
the valley wasg pretty consistent, although the rate of climb
varied quite a bit. I was averaging around 3 kis most of
the time, but hit 7-8 kis several nmes for a few minutes.
The clouds were scattered over the valley and forced us
to fly around them as they moved towards the ridge.

Around B.000° MSL, we contacted wave and climbed
above the cloud tops around 9,000° MSL. Once above
the clouds, it wasn't too difficult to stay in the sweet
spot, which was almost directly over the field. Rate of
climb was consistent at 4 kts, up to 12,500" MSL. 1
didn't have oxygen on board, so I didn’t want to climb
any further. Ilowered the nose and was doing abount 75
kts when I leveled out at 12,800° MSL. Ithought I'd try
to crab towards Mt. Hood and see if I could get closer.

After flying to the south for about five minutes, [ en-
countered about 6 kts of sink. I turned back towards the
west and maintained my speed around 70-75 kts, to get
back towards the airport and out of the sink. If anything,
the sink rate was increasing and now the airport and ridge
were obscured by cloud cover. There were large holes
in the cloud cover west of the field and east of the ridge,
but I was sinking too fast to make it west. By this time,
I was closing on 9,000° MSL, and 1 knew T would have
to descend through the breaks to the east of the ridge.

I dropped below the tops of the clouds around 8,500°
MSL. Now I was forced to fly a track to the north o
stay clear of the clouds and keep the ground in sight. As
1 passed through 7.000° MSL. 1 realized that I had been
blown well east of the ridge. To make matters worse. 1
had to dive so that I could get under the clouds advanc-
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by lan Henehan

ing from the west. At 5,000 MSL, T was still about 2
miles east of the ridge. Now the sink rate had increased
to 8-10 kts as I was flying through the downdraft on the
back side of the ridge.

At 4,000" MSL, it was becoming apparent that I would
not clear the ridge, let alone make the field. 1 took a track
that put me over the Columbia River by the time I hit
2.500" MSL.. Van was flying near the ridge and we had
been talking about my position. At about 2,000" MSL, 1
let him know that | was not going to make it to the field.
I flew away from the ridge and over the river. At aboul
1,300° MSL, [ flew out of the sink. 1 had descended
from 12,800 MSL to pattern altitude in less than twenty
minutes!

At this peint, I had two landing options. One, Itry a
water landing close to the shore, or two, land somewhere
near the lumber mitl on the Washington side of the river.
There was nothing appealing about landing in the river,
so I took a good look at the mill area. The mill vses a
small spit of land in the river for log piles. There were
log piles on the east end, but not the west. 1 estimate the
length of the spit at 2,000-3,000°. Past the log piles,
there were individual logs every twenty or so feet, per-
pendicular to my path and on the right side. There were
also several large concrete and steel lumber racks scat-
tered around just east of the center. This leaves about
half the length and two thirds of the width 1o work with.
The rest of the area was covered with mud puddles and
big ruts lett from trucks. It all Jooked VERY soft. Still
much better than the river.

The wind was still strong, even at this altitude, so 1
didn’t have a chance to fly over the area for a closer look
at obstacles. I let Van know where I was headed and
then set up for final. 1 adjusted my descent with a few

continwed on page 11
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ARIZONA BY AIR

In light of my spouse’s imminent return to full-
time school (and consequent penury, with ominous
potential impact on my soaring) and my severe
frustration for six weeks at EPH in August and
September (missing the elevator week after week
in the 1-26, no Silver, no x-country, no decent flights
at all, all while others were doing Diamond Dis-
tances) my spouse sent me down to Estrella, AZ
for my birthday (lucky for me she’s not a finance
whiz and didn't realize we couldn’t afford it).

I didn’t expect 10 knot lift (and [ was not disap-
pointed}, but I did hope for an end of season spirit
lifter to correct (or make me forget) my apparent
thermalling dislexia.

Estrella is located about 18 miles SSW of Phoe-
nix, just out from under the Class B wedding cake.
In fact, on a typical ridge {light on the Estrella
mountain chain just north of the field, you'd have
Class B about a mile off your right wing for twenty
miles, This basin and range desert is more arid
than EPH - most flights [ used Saguaro cactus on
the ridges to mark my thermals (they're big and
easy to see below 1.50070 AGL).

The field is virtually private - | saw no traffic
except gliders and tows and the occasional em-
ployee commuting by plane all week. The field
fayout is four runways (three 6/24, one angled shightly
berween two of the others), all centered on the hangar/
ramp area, The paved strip is abour 5007, with it
extensions on either end, and further north are two other
dirt runways, and two “towplane
only™ dirt lunding strips that intersect
the paved strips at the ramp. All tows
depart fram directly in front of the han
gar on the paved strips. Landing glid-
ers use (1) the first dirt strip to the
north, (2} the next dirt strip going
north, {3) the towplane landing strips,
or (4) the dirt extensions of the paved
runway. in that order. Glider patierns
are on the north side. towplanes on
the south.

We: towed o the two available
ridees north of the field (the Hast Ridge
is the big one. the Estrella Mountains,
the West Ridge is a lower, shorter
ridge). Area check-out includes dec
sion heights for each of the “peaklets™
that are casily idemified on each ridge
(15007 AGL for the nearest. 25007
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for the next, ew). as well as other features lke a large
white paint mark on the south side of the East Ridge
known as “white spot” {duh!).

One vnespected feature of flying gliders at a com-
mercial operation with year-round hangared, rigged equip-
ment is that they do no positive control check during
normal daily ops (1 suspect they do one daily, bul before
they open at 11:00AM for customers). A second sur-
prise was the “soft” tow release procedure — apparently
they think this makes the towline last longer, 1 did not
ask what kind of ling they were using, but it is not the
braid rope we use ... looked more like a climbing rope
{e.z., line weave “skin), and they do not splice the line.
but deliberately knot it {they want the weak link because
the release failure procedure is to break the line!). A soft
release is effected by boxing right, zooming up untl the
towplane is just out of sight, then push over o get some
speed and release when the line is slack.

The temperature during my visit was very moderate
— highs in the md-20s on Saturday, then a weak cold
front on Sunday brought them down
a few degrees. There was no ndege
lift all week. as the east winds never
rose to the needed 13-20 krs.
Thermals were good Saturday (6 kis)
and weaker but decent Monday (3-4
kis). Sunday we were grounded by
high x-winds. Lift declined steadily
through Thursday (my last day). but
[ didn’t especially mind as T was en
joying flying new ghders. Sawrday
was my lirst trip in the venerable 2-
33 for area check-our and 1-26 sign-
off. The banging and rattling sounds
in a deep slip were impressive! ook
the rest of the dav o do some
thermalling off the West Radge in the
1-26.

SHY HAREDR
® . AEPORY

continted o nexr page
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Arizona by Air, continued from previous page

Monday, I was invited to try the [-36, after a check-
out in ong of the twin Grob 1035 (they use the Grobs for
checkrides on all gliders beyond the 1-26). | spent most
of the day in the Grob learning a very new (to me) land-
ing technique, while at the same time getting used lo a
glass ship with a nose wheel (T/O’s are interesting - you
can bounce off the nose wheel if you're too apgressive
rotating into a level attitude during the ground roll}.

All Grob patterns are flown at 60 knots (+ extra for
winds over 15 knots}, and alt flares and touchdowns are
TAIL FIRST, full stall on the nice soft pnreumatic tailwheel
tire. Apparently they feel that this is the best way 1o
insure you don’t float the field away in a shallow flare, or
land with ton much kinetic energy to stop the 1,300 pound
glider close to the hangar. This is a very nose-high posi-
tion! Basically, your feet are on the horizon with little
forward visibility - just like some tail-draggers, you have
to use visual cues out the side to stay on the runway
centerling and rudder out any drift before touchdown.

I must not have scared them too much, as I got a 1-
36 and a Grob sign-off. Tuesday, I grounded myself due
wy lack of sleep. and Wednesday 1 got to fly the 1-36.
Wery much like a 1-26 (all the numbers the same (e.g., 33
mph, 40, 50, 115 for the “V’s”), except much touchier in
pitch, and of course, you're not doomed to land out in
sink ... just piich down and zoom outta’ there.

Then Thursday, 1 skipped the chance to get an autotow
sign-off (the process looked entirely too dusty for me!)
and spent the day looking for zero sink in the Grob. I am
hereby spoiled — I don™t want to fly anything else! What

a NICE glider! Silky smooth, penetrates nicely, nice quiet
bur audible “airspeed indicator” wind noise, thermals hands
off in a 30° bank, solid in steeper banks, virtually impos-
sible to do a turning stall — just mushes aleng, cuts through
gink like a knife at 70 knots.

The staff at Estrella are very professional, friendly,
Tow key, and supportive. They have quite a nice variety
of airplanes to fly — 2-33s, 1-26s, 1-36, Grob 103s, Pegase
(I never got into the Pegase, but one of the instructors
asked if I wanted to), and Genesis. T will never be so
spoiled flying again — if the towline grew 1o more than
two airplanes, the owner himself ran (literally ran) out of
the office, unhooked the second Pawnee {one of three
towplanes) and zipped into place to take up the slack, and
the lineboys sprinted to stop me from pushing back into
line by myself. 1 could write an entire separate article
about the instructors — one of them will be up at EPH
soon (his dad flies for the airlines) and is looking for a
new machine to race in...

What did it cost, inquiring minds want to know! About
5 hours of flying {of which 1.1 hours were dual) and 16
tows over four days set me back $950. In the club
(BESC), that would have run about 3500 (with the L-
33). So I paid $450 for no lines, instant re-lights, new
airplanes, instructors, new fun place to fly, zero hassles
with trailers or rigging or towlines, and spoil you rotten
service — definitely worth it, in my opinion!

L N BN

{Editor: Reprinted from Yawstring, the newsletter of
the Boeing Emplayees Soaring Club. Sailplane photo
and Estrella map courtesy of Estrella Sailport web site. )

WavefLandout At Hood River, continued from page 9

shallow S-turns and then the spoilers. I flew over the Jog
piles at about 150-200°. [ could now see the lumber
racks elearly, as the steel I-beams stuck vp a good 13-
207. T'tried to line up roughly parallel with the road on the
right, but saw more logs in the mud and had to stick with
the middle of the mud. Ikept some spoiler on until 1 was
a few feet off the ground. Without any new obstacles
rearing up, I closed the spoilers and started raising the
nose to slow down, trying to stay within a couple of feet
of the ground.

When I reached stall speed, I let the plane plop down
in the mud. 1was expecting te get bogged down and flip
over, but 1 was just hitting the high spots between the
ruts. Mothing 1eft to do but hang on and wait. When the
weight of the plane transferred to the wheel, the nose
pitched down, but did not dig in. 1 rolled/skidded/slid
about 100-150" and came to rest. :

Once I realized that I had survived, 1 got on the radio
and ket Van konow I was down and OK. He relayed the
information to the folks on the ground so that a retrieve
could be made. I got out and took a look at the plane and
everything seemed fine. There wasn’t even mud caked

Toroline, February, 2000

up in the wheel well. Turns out the ground was covered
with so much wood chips and bark dust, it was spongy,
but not muddy. There was a lot of standing water, but
the ground was Fairly firm. Mill security drove out to see
if ¥ was alive and with that confirmed, he said he'd keep
an eye out for the retrieval crew. Another mill employee
came out to take a Jook at the glider. Apparently he so-
loed a 2-33 at Hood River about ten years ago.

After a short wait, George and Andy showed up with
the trailer. Disassembly went without a hitch and we
didn’t have any trouble driving the trailer out of the mud
and water. The whole flight only lasted one hour and
twelve minutes. 1had spent 45-50 minutes climbing and
the rest falling.

There were several personal firses on this flight. This
was the first time 1 had really contacted wave, the first
time I had reached 12,5007, and of course, my first
landout. I'm looking forward to repeating the first two
activities. 1 can do without the excitement of the landout.
The environment at Hood River 15 challenging and re-
quires vigilance. [ hit sink at over 12,000" within a mile
ot two of the field, and was not able to make it back!

* & »
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